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■- \ <8* ^2* 

«nrr, h*! uw Va. Uiruo. i, 

’lowing the whittle lot grind, the wl«U grab rhe Virpnia (W«* 


m il railroad cnmalnga 


a* today * untn I urrlxr the rad rued track*. at they Clarksburg. Richwood! number 

CT* ‘ h , e " «* r|/, ‘T nd ^ Holly Juncton <>r Wrbwer Che.t Mount.i* A 

l ounty lh.-WV Midland home, and • *uprr whittle Spring*. Seventy-five year* standttd gauge railroad tt> 

Railroad out <il Wcbtter as they patted tgnndma’s or ago, thit ten of scene was Uathrrback Cn-eW 


Railroad out of Wcbtter a* they patted Rrnndi 
Spring* with George grandpo * houte. 
>ttli*on a* depot agrnt. The (team locot 


*uprr whittle Spring*. Seventy-five y< 
igmidma’ti re ago. thia »crt of scene 
use. commonplace, »t< 


standard gauge railroad to 
Leatherback Creek, usd 
over Oscat Mountain to 


J*Fk*an a* depot agrnt. The *te*m locomotive. engine* were everywhere. Shavers Fork, complete 
Wamck Gum as engineer the high wheel, nigh speed passenger trams log trams. with the present two 


and Porter Cochran aa steam passenger___ . ___ 

conductor on the daily always spun their wheels schedule, ;arryeig Kansas 1.6C0 feet elevanno *nn. a 

passenger train out of when pulling out of the wheat, coal, lumber and rail connection between 

Webster Springs meeting station in Cowen. Rich- excursions to hall games. Dr. Coffer’s town of old 

the passenger train out of wood, and Camden, as world fair*. inaugurations sprutr and new spruce, and 

Richwood on its way to Bloomer Green said all of presidents, governors. Cm. 

Clarksburg; the people aboard and the black state and other events. So, Spruce, the coldest and 
gathered at the depots at smoke billows 100 feet Cass Scenic Railroad sdli the highest town (3,853 

Holly Junction. Cowen into the air, it puff* and came* sounds, scents and feet I in the eastern U S in 

r p . w w 7 t j * * • sights of steam powered 1909 36mi Ilian board feet 

The West Virginia samSIf S 

w »■* j* j n ,| I super highways Casa anc 40 railroad cars of 

Midland rvailroad revive* memories of steam peeled pulpwood. left Casa 

railroad transportation. for die paper mill In 
May 6 , 1965 pulls out of die yard *t The hstory of the Cass Covington. Virginia and 

For those who love Palmer (now Sutton Dam) Railroad i*_ tightly the paper mill* of dvr 


coal trains,branch lines on 
schedule, ;arry*ig Kansas 


Holly Juncrion, Cowen. into the air, it puff* and came* sounds, scents and feetl in the eai 
r p l ... gr* ♦ • sight* of steam powered 19C9.36millii 

The West Virginia samSIf S SC&S 

r, j| J n ,| I super highways Cass a no 40 railr 

Midland rvailroad revives memories of steam peeled pulpw, 

railroad transportation. for the pa 

May 6, 1965 pulls out of die yard at The hstory of the Cass Covington. 

For those who love Palmer (now Sutton Dam) Railroad is tightly the F^P** 
trains such a. the old Shay headed for Webster entwined, with local paper eastern U.S 


and Climax and those who Spring*. WV 
knew the West Virginia Continuei 
Midland in its heyday of _ 

busy passenger and freight W A \ 
traffic, it’s still easy to walk O V7 Is 
abng the old right of way 
up and down Holly River f I i 

on a misty night and JL U \ 

imagine hearing an engine 
whistle or a signal echoing b? Stu-riff Gi 
down from the years that Going n« 
arc long gone. As the vear* south on Int 

go on, fact and" fiction g« to Casa, y 

blend into one indispen- alternate. ex 
sible mass of pleasant an d 19 north 
memories of chugging Squires Mot 
engines, neatly kopt Convention 
passenger cars, the familiar Lloyd’* Res 
"all ' aboard" by Porter Motel Wh 
Cochran as the rrsm fw~ ally interstate 75 


and lumber industries. A 


As the timber supply 


Continued On Page 3 century igo, massive stands Continued On I'age t 

86 Miles From Flatwoods 
To Cass Scenic Railroad 


by Sheriff Giten 
Going notch, going 
south on Interstate 79 to 
get to Casa, you get off the 
mterstate. exit 67. take 4 
and 19 north Si mile to Bill 
Squires Mountain Lanes 
Convention Hall, and 
Lloyd’s Restaurant and 
Motel When leaving 
interstate 79. you turn 


south on 4 and 19, 
McDonalds and Dairy 
Queen, and the screaming 
eagles and Braxton County 
High School, pass Laurel 
Court Motel. Marlowe's 
Rnputanf. to the Go-Mart 
and country convenience 
store Buy, or they will give 
you a Sheriff Given Cas* 
Scenic Railn-aJ Special 


'Newspaper. Take State 
Route *15, Ik mile to 
Cork's Restaurant, whrrc 
you can get something to 
cat at a reasonable price. If 
you have ever been 
connected wtd» the legging 
or timbering industry, you 
should fed at home. You 
may think they are talking 
l ontinucd On P*^ If 


















The Cass (West Virginia) Scenic Railroad 


I9IC. 


buy If i»n |«-t trip with a 

;ne.< tintnin, «imdkKnx, ami 
and K»ul hnLrnirn ode tin 
ter ever* thire car* Ilhashcen 
.«.l ukl that No. 12 rouMhiiic 
handled more car* but 1 1 
w» (he hmit through the 
nnikhk.ii. inu of" which 
are in operation today on 
the (ju Scenic Railroad. 
uviK|>eateJ in rhree of thone engines are 
iormied a city mil 


i— en # r r train and 
ninpani boat Jui g 


_ No* 1, 4. 5. and recent.v 

Caaa with 60 home*. cry watrr. purchased No 7 from 
and although owned and Meadow River Lumber 
arum uprrifrJ by Wear Virginia Company at Rainellc 
taxi Pidp and Riper Company Although the Cast 
own Wipi were seventeen Scenic Railroad i» onh 
bam cents far an eleven-hour four miles long, the steel 
the dnraad fifty cents aday for remains intact to Bald 
hcardand room. There was Knob and Spruce The last 
ad psegdr at Caaa no checkoff from your engine to Bald Knob was in 

rear !«'2 Wear wages such as social 1961 and a motor car 

a *Wp and IVpar security, income tax. an din mikes it yet today. The 

jwt vuartrr c< a fact, the men who worfcrd West Virginia Department 

wnrs of nrgm at the campa usually didn’t of Natural Resources is in 
md hqpei xnmedi draw rhrir pay only every the process of rebuilding 

r ° .T om . cto .* n M * months Company the track to Spruce and 

osAfoor splendor hcauet n Caaa were renting Bald Knob, along with a 

f * rt “T 1 partjpir for J10 per month with no lodge and possibly wall to 

’** fbe charge for water or electric, wall carpets and modern 

1-rJwr f.w die all was considered a part of lodge facilities far flung 
“ °* * d* rent During peak from graybacks. bedbugs. 

.I* r»oducnan. it Doit twelve long tables. 5:00 am . 
■T“*t| NC y 1 Tn a *f v cn » lfte » to lo* the breakfasts, waiting for 
r™** 4 J PI noe to* 11 - the run from Spruce daylight in the winter 
.T” to Caaa wai approximately before going to work 

_ >Utan * ^ miles on 11-per cent harvesting the tall virgin 

P* 9 ’ j *1“ * T *o c run daily by Shay spruce, 
t kodeaa*; consider- Why not restore the 

- nan.. _1 ™ ?* bhj, V original lo«tng camp to 

- " 1 ’ t~. ..mp. ami call them 


Camp No. 5 or No. 29; 
build them Jenny Lynn 
type, stripped with 
creosote (coal tar process) 
to preserve the wood and 
dilutr live bedbugs and 
graybacks, use roll roofing 
with a 6 or 12 roof slope, 
steel wall pipe for s 
chimney, a couple of pot 
barrel Stovai, a cod fired 
cook stove about .2 feet 
long, iron skillets. Ngthfck 
cups for coffee that holds a 
half pint, thick plate*. ■ 30- 
foot-Iong table with gallon 
buckets of molasses, 
honey, jellies, real 
buckwheat from Fteston 
County, about three kinds 
of meat and biscuits. 
Benches for chairs, a 
regular eating time or you 
wait for the nest meal, 
build the bunks against the 
wall, one over top of the 
other and make everything 
original as far as possible 
Have a bam with two pairs 
of horses about 2,000 
pounds each. Proper 
harness hoods over hames 
(Webster shows rvc such 
word, but that is what 
everybody calls them), 
grabs, grab maul cm lett 
hame, good long check 
lines, J-grabs, log hicks 
with real caulked shoes, 
stsggcd pants, lohn Ritchie 
green and Hack or red and 
black checkered shirts. 

»u*ppf>drr>. m lump 


with rod hat* abewit one- toll in in today 
half mile from camp ckwe The cnW virgin 
to the railroad You must /nan th» * 

have a aiding with the 110 acres known at ii» 
original log cars—aoroe Hamilton Wedge i, 
loaded—•■me half loaded, dispute for year*. fiioaJ, 
to make it look real as the sealed, and is now a p*r-, „ 
tram pulls up to Camp No. the Na?*o-»l Forest 
5 o» 29. Havr the wood just c*» State Route 2SC 
hicks and horaesln the real near Gavinect fire town 
act.il might be well to have and is held in reserve t .. 
the hick* star around at people to view nature at its 
night to tell tall tales about best. | 

logging train wrecks, how Cass, hkc Tioga. Dima, 
to file a saw. champion Bergoo. Holly Junction, 
hicks, and lobby log Jerryville. Three Forks, and 
stories. You could let the Cherry RWcr, yielded t ( , 

Id da ride the og horses if automat on or lack ji 
they weren't too nred from amber. The West Vtrginu 
putting on i 15-minutr Legislature, under the 
audition each day guidance of W.W. Barton, 

The year 1940 jaw West and now Governor Smith 
Virginia Pulpand Paper sell is trying to give the Tow n 
the assets of Casa to Mower of Cass new Ufc with an old 
Lumber Company, but time scenic railroad. Lau 
only a part of the quarter of year 33,000 people plus 
a million acres In the the politicians, took the 
original tract. In fact. 65 four-mile trip through the 
thousand acres on the swntchbacks,getting hot 
upper end of Cheat River cinders in their hair The 
(river on top of a rush, the Shay engines, new 
mountain), the remainder faces have given hope to a 
of the quarter million acres dying town The Cass 
was acquired by the Scenic Railroad fully 
government md is now developed to the original 
port of the National Forest style 0 f Ligging such as 
West Virgin a Pulp and existed at Camp No 5 or 
Phper also wU to the 29, ecu Id be the biggest 
Western Maryland Rail- tourist attraction West 
rood, 93 miles of track Virginia has ever known k 
intact from Spruce to Slate must be original and 
Fork down tik to Bcrjroo something worthy to 
.... 
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Pocahontas County and 
it’s Maim Attractions... 
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Cass Scenic Railroad Memory 


t .«INIU«J >0*11 l*»«r i 

.Vlivttni m> Jki «hr M«im 
ndM«J kf mfinn tnd 
mu. uJ rvmtualK «Kr 


old bi 


Vriimo to Mow 
LimKti LiunptnYW 
TV ■■null worked on 
dun pet dn through the 
1940. and SO. and 
evenruaIN iyimiJ opera 
non. at I960 The town ot 
Cam and the .team logging 
railroad town .eemed 
doomed The railroad and 
machine »hop was sold to 
Midwest junk Yard located 
Between Bell and Mont* 
fernery for about $50,000 
and Cam shops, engines, 
were being dismantled for 
pink aid the town suffered 
massive unemployment. 

Mr. Jim Comstock, 
HtlJbdly" of Richwood, 
along with two pals, J.C. 
Cruikshanks, an Ivydale 
merchant, turned politic* 
tan, along with the help of 
the WV Legislature, 
bought out the Midwest 
Junk Yard, Cass Railroad 
assets for $125,000 on a 
$75,000 margin of profit. I 
was a member of the 
legislature at the rime and 
they threatened to ride me 
out of Webster Springs on 
a rail fur voting to buy the 
old Mower Lumber 
Company assets and the 
leftover %icam railroad 
• 01. 9. 7. 


ever made I pcrwmally. 
and the public must thank 
"Hilltxllv" Jim Comstock 
and Mr J .C. trulk.har.k. 
and Dr. Bernard Poindext¬ 
er. s member ol the 
legislature from Cabell 
County, and a local 
Huntington dentist. The 
people who did the job to 
save the great WV tourist 
sttracnon, the Cass Scenic 
Railroad, were these men. 

By 1963, the railroad 
purchase was completed 
ard accepted into the WV 
State Park system and 
tourist trains were running 
halfway up Cheat Moun¬ 
tain to Whittaker Station. 
Five years later with 14 
million dollars of railroad 
contracts by Mountainer 
Construction Company of 
Charleston and Given 
Construction Company of 
Upper Glade, Webster 
County, (D.P. Sheriff 
Given, Hercy F. Given, and 
Ralph K. Given, dbaGiven 
Construction Company), 
the railroad was rebuilt and 
tourists were riding and 
enjoying the scenery from 
Cass, 12kS miles up Cheat 
Mountain, to Bald Knob. 


The last ride on the old 
Mower Lumber Company 
abandoned railroad tracks 
was with the 90 ton <fl 
engine in 1961, with "Pop 
Good" lit the throttle. 


tain haw from Midwest 
junk Yard. ThcA'1 Mower 
Lumber Company railroad 
engine was lain painted, 
.tripped and releitcrcd and 
traded to the Wcatern- 
Marylnnd Railroad Mu¬ 
seum in Baltimore for the 
biggest Shay in the world; 
the t>6 190 ton Western- 
Maryland Shay used to 
haul logs from the 
headwaters of Elk and 
Bcrgoo Creek to Old 
Spruce and pulpwood that 
went to Spruce transferred 
to Mower Lumber Com¬ 
pany Railroad down Cheat 
Mountain, through both 
switchbacks and transfer¬ 
red to the mainline railroad 
from Durbin to Ronce- 
verte, and re-routed to 
Covington, VA, which was 
used in the pulp and paper 
mills in Covington. The 
famous #6 Shay was used 
for two years as an 
excursion run horn Cass to 
Durbin. The #6 was tried 
on Cheat Mountain but it 
was too big and couldn’t 
work properly on the steep 
curves and was continually 
causing track problems. A 
fellow by the name of 
Sommervilie, the railroad 
track foreman for Mower 
Lumber Company for 
years, had informed the 
shop people, Pop Good, 
Leonard Long, and all of 


between Cm* and CXirtnn. 
The amateur politician, of 
WV let the railroad from 
Durbin to Cheat Junction 
vanish as well as the 
Western-Mar yland rail¬ 
road from Elkins to 


about 11 mph, are «anda>d for r 
a|Lipped with drive shaft. A trip <m tfr 

and rsductna Krar* m«<ad Railroad. . 
of side rod* Every wheel rraweum. thr 
*» the engine and tender is the radrrwd 
a drive wheel, giv.r* the cinders, thr 
Shay tremendous traction on top of Q 
The Shey* climb an IT! the sweater 
grade. 11 (ret for each 10C will be a gr 
feet—a grade of 2% is the future 


roaa irom toons to ^ # 

'-ass Scenic Rai 

WV never did have any 


w V never did have any ♦ »-p * ^ 

Lhnner Tram S 

potential scenic railroad Cass Scenic Railroad h* outings 
announced the schedule and $11 
for its 1969 series of teservai 
popular dinner train ndes ^ 
to Whittaker Station. 

These special runs will be 
made on Saturday evenings 
at 6 p.m beginning June 
10, and will be offered June 
17. July 1. 13 and 29, 

August 5 and 19, and 
September 2. 

After an exhilarating ride 
to Whittaker Station. 


attractions. The railroad in 
my town of Webster 
Springs to Bcrgoo and Slaty 
Fork Would be an excellent 
scenic railroad for WV, 
and a business boom ot re¬ 
birth of business for 
Webster County 

The West Virginia 
Department of Natural 
Resources has purchased 
the town of Cass and are 
rebuilding wooden side¬ 
walks and company 
houses. Cass is a real 
tourist attraction with 
houses to rent. It is no 
longer merely a fast 
railroad ride. It is a 
complete stopover. A 
wildlife museum, nine 
modernised company 
houses for rent furnished 
with everything but food, 
and can accommodate 
eight people. 

The Cass Showcase, i 
10x40 scale model of the 
town (complete with scale 
»*. it ‘ 


of the 
lumb. 
early 

haul 

haul 


ridg 


passengers will be treated ^ 
to an old-fashioned West 


Virginia barbeque with live 
entertainment from 
various performers. 
Entertainers will offer a 
variety of programs 
including old-time rail¬ 
roading songs, folic, 
country and traditional 
music. Prices for these 


hoc 


Whittaker Station . 
Bald Knob. 



i, farmers could be 


Whittaker Ration . 

Bald Knob. 

No group t*w* 


A1U1 




specials.* 
night TR-4 













Pag* 3 

ntniulurd for rod engine* 

A trip on the Cass Scenic 
Railroad, a visit to the 
museum, the memory of 
the railroad huff, the hot 
cinders, the shrill whistle 
on top of Cheat Mountain, 
the sweater you forgot—it 
will be a great memory for 
the future. 


about 1 1 nap h. arc 
coutpped with drive shafts 
and reducing gears, instead 
of side rod* Fvery wheel 
on the engine and tender is 
a drive wheel, giving the 
Shay tremendous traction. 

Hie Shays climb an 11% 
grade, 11 feet for each 100 
fret—a grade of 2 % is 

Cass Scenic Railroad 
Dinner Train Set 

Cass Scenic Railroad has outings are $22 for adults 
announced the schedule and $15 for children, and 
foe its 1989 series of reservations are required, 
popular dinner train rides Cass, West Virginia, site 
to Whittaker Station. 0 f the scenic railroad, was a 
These special runs will be jumb^ boom town of the 

made on Saturday evenings car i y 19 00s, and the 

at 6 pm beginning June original Shay steam 
10 . and will be offered June locomotives, which now 
17, July 1, 15 and 29, hau j passengers, once 
Ai*u« 5 and 19, and h au l e J lumber from the 
September 2. surrounding mountain 

After an exhilarating ride Lodging is now 

to Whittaker Station, ava ,l a blc from any of the 
patsengrrs will be treated l2 rest ored "company 
ti» an old-fashioned West bouses" in the town. These 
Virginia barbeque with live vacation cabins offer 


nory 


( w and IXirbtn 
amateur puiltKMn* 
let the railn*ad from 
Inn m cheat Junction 


PARES 









4 b wo. • **wi JC i ruddtonk. awl * (1«.SZttn the! 


Tkf Wm Virfinu 
M.Jknd R* i In >«d wen: 
into opmiion for 
P»«*<n*rr service in 1908: 
the fine rvpot Agent in 
WebtOrr Spring* was our 
rrrtmr Circuit Clcrfc. Mr. 


_ w _ numhet of legists’or*, 

■* r»t Virgoti* about • week More the 


Midland Railroad 


bunts left our town of 
Addison ■( 7:20 ajn. for 
the 1 1 mile journey and 
connected with the B&O 
steamer out of Richwood 
at Holly Junction at 9:30 
a m. The passenger train 
consisted ofa narrow gauge 
(36 in.) Shay or CLmax 
Engine with three passen¬ 
ger cars that would sett 35 
people to the car anc for 
years they stood in the 
aisles. From the start the 
train nosed Its way around 
curves up and down .tills 
over the trestles, the 
Clifton trestle was 87 feet 
high, built out of chestnut 
poles in a 45 degree angle 
atid as you crossed the 
trestle you could look 
down and see the fire in 
Mike Hincr’s chimney If 
the train was overloadccon 
the return trip in the 
evening they would stick 
on the trestle and the 
passengers had to get off 
and walk across, so mv 
good friend Mr Ernie 
Bogson tells me, and a story 
that has to be true because 
it was the day before Jack 
Dempsey became world 
champion by knocking out 
“Jess" Willard in the 



a 1908. 

mtA 1915 when he was 
arpomted postmaster at 
Webster Springs. WV 

The West Virginia 
Midland was owned and 
operated by John I. 
McGra* who also owned 
and operated the Webster 
Springs Hoed, a three- 
story all wood, 265 
bedroom hotel with one of 
the first elevators in West 

Virginia with excellent 
iuung service and porters 
and huopes (hone drawn 
buggies) coming and going 
ilkr a working bee hive—a 
big ballroom with all the up 
to date dance bands 
ntghdv The days were 
spent taking hot aalt 
sulphur baths and traveling 
over our then famous 
boardwalks known at 
lover's lane 

Die famed (am chug 


The floods of 1905 

destroyed the railroad 


fourth round of their 
championship fight at 
Toledo, Ohic. July 4. 
1919, and all this 
information was furnished 
to Mr. Gibson, the Sutton 
baseball team and band at 
Holly Junction 5y radio on 
Jul 5, 1919 on their return 
to Sutton. 

Mr. Jackson, the Depot 
Agent who go: $100 per 
month for his services sid 
Warrick Gumm could 
blow a mean whistle when 
he had customers lined up 
buying tickets of any man 
he ever seen. For that 62- 
milc round trip, Mr 
Gumm got the full amount 
of $2.25. 

Yes. the West Virginia 
Midland Railroad and the 
Wchstcr Springs Howl, 
promoted by Senator 
Johnson N. Camden and 
Col. John 1. McGraw, who 
believed in advertising and 
placed pictures of the 
famous hotel and railroad 
scenes in all subways in 
New York City; a self 
promoer with imagination 
who promoted his dreams 
into reality and carved a 
railroad through moun¬ 
tains and scenic beauty 
which showed a panorama 
of rural life at its best, as 
cattle, sheep and horses 
could be seen prang in the 
fields and according to the 


the 

Shay engines, and the #5 

Hytler, cruising speed 

season, firmer* could be 
seen plowing, planting or 
harvesting from spring 
until the first snowfall. 

On Juac 20. 1925. with 
many guests there with the 
famed hotel open for 
summer, a fire originated in 
the south wing, quickly 
reduced the fimed hotel to 
ashes. The roaring, 
crackling flames leaped 
high into the heavens, 
lighting up Webster 
Springs to a brightness 
equal to that of noonday 
sun. Huge sparks and ashes 
floated a distance of a mile 
and a half. The light 
reflecting against a starless 
sky and the mountain sides 
looked weird and awe¬ 
some, and the fanfare of a 
big city hotel among the 
hills disappeared and the 
tourist trade and strangers 
disappeared from our 
town. Tie little chug buggy 
continued with passenger 
service until 1928. In 1929 
the railroad was sold, John 
A. Ford gening the section 
from Diana to Holly 
Junction for logging 
purposes and the remain¬ 
der going to Pardee Curtin 
Lumber Company The 
railroad served as a legend 
in its heyday and would be 
worth » fortune intact 
today a* the acenic 


Whmaker Station.Adult $7 00; Child S3 SO 

Bald Knob . Adult $10.00, Child $4 50 , 

No group rates on weekends 

SPECIAL SATURDAY 
NIGHT TRAIN RIDES 

Includes 

West Virginia Barbecue 
Live Entertainment 
Train Ride 

June 10 and 17 
tuly l. 15 and 29 
August 5 and 19 
Sept e mber 2 

**BY RESERVATIONS ONLY** 

Adult.$22.00 

Child..$15.00 

SPECIAL TRAINS 

SENIOR TRAIN -September 9 .$11.00 

HALLOWEEN TRAIN - October 28 
Adults $10. Children $>.00 
















Vi i llrl Cherry River Boom And Lumber Company 

1 he UlU 7 . _l__ were hring InWlftOw^IWt 


• Jew If IwwJ I hr tdJ 
, rv«i* wJ M <** 


EH 


K.hI * n#nc* were 
•hill »hr V*rd «“* make the 
a«<h run from RfcrhwooJ 
to Gauley Milk t»> uirrW * 
tknihie hand mill with 75- 
M board feet ihitv All the 
n^na mentions! ibtnr 
Karuhrd gauge—the 
railroad grading M 



liar from IW6 
itmi am m 1954 

When Mr Ountn 
^ wartrd wurking for Cherry 
_ . " Rivet l cmbrt Conwim, 
rbe ,4 Jine 1. IW6. on the &MJth 
„ „ fuck of Cherr* under the 
-JU .4 (utditv hand of Captain 
wu, Charfev Armwrong. the 
K Jn rmtirumi consul eJ of 150 
•irh mile* ot track with Shay 
k«r enme.No 1.2.4.6.7.8. 
vm 10. II. and 12 fco#r about 
^ j4.c\V each), and all uard 
rrJ to gather and haul Jog* 
Srr loaded with Barnhart 
it Sfoam Loader*. considered 
i. top* at that time Miry had 
re in uae ar that time 
* approximately 200 rattler 
r log car*. W pulp and 
ranlwri rati tart—they 
(raveled over .South Fork 
«d Cherry. North Bend. 
Ltttle Laurel, up Hills 
t.reek to Krniton Moun¬ 
tain, to C ran hrrry Bottoms 
and Degway Dogway at 
one time had a church, 
tchool, big wore and 75 
houaea We mu« mention 
Rr*d Engine No. 3, 5. 19 
•nd 11 which »cit mia.h 
-. '.— ' IV - 


load of steel and tlw empnr 
_ lnc flew up with wheels 
.lire sprinting forward.went 

£*«*= SEsSegi gfc£asa 

sod 10 men who carved out him. Another wreck on 
. nalr of railroad grade Barna.hee Run on 
with good luck in five Cranberry I® 

Mirluu week*- shay with sta bads, si* 

The different forks of emprt». a Barnhart Loader 
Cherrv. Cranberry and on eight percent grade. Tin 
Dogway covered with >* mile, wrecked and killed 
vtrgia timber was really on Frachier Adams, engineer 
the move from 1906 to 
|014 and at one time had 
khu camps with at least 
100 men each with plenty 
of work, cKccllcnr food and 
plenty of bedbugs. The 
shrl/l whistle of the steam 
engine, the chuQttng of the 
Barnhart loader, the visit of 
rlw supply rrain which 
visited each camp once a 
week with supplies, feed 
and hay for the horses as 
well as clothing, tobacco 
and fcod for the men. 

Wood hicks hove been 
known to stay in one camp 
as long as six months 
before going to town. 

Many, after working six 
months have gone to town 
and blown six months 
wages in one weekend. 


__ways were hrlng 

developed and the stmm 

rnovvr, »« m*k'£ Z^^JStTfL JIr ' 

Little Laurel and waa gong 'Stt+i ?£ 7* 

up.s.eepjpadew.thone ^.ng (no , e| CKi . 


survive _ 

wrecks are still vivid Ekle 
Bailey wrecked the No 2 
shay. 65 ton engine on 
Little Laurel ad waa gong 


Joe Taylor, conductor. 
Russell Berry, brakeman. 

One would have to 
rein ember the Comp my 
Doctor. Jim Mr Clung, who 
rode engines, motor cirs, 
horseback, and helped md 
aided the sick, ns the quest 
or virgin timber made 
Rlchwood the hardwood 
capital of the nation. 

During the 20's Rich- 
wood was really on the 
move with the largest 
tannery in the world, and a 
clothes pin factory 
consuming 24-M feet of 
bgs daily and the virgin 
amber of all forks of 
Cherry gone and the old 
Shays and Rods on the 
mow to a new field and a 
rew territory of Willums 


tale* of teams of horses and Gauley Rivers. During 


hand would ww dkafv 
pxwr New name*—Jim 
Sarrani. Lew Lombard and 
Dick Palmer—had appear- 
ed on the scene a» railrmd 
grading contractor*. The 
first Thew *team shrrvri 
had rail* but no pad*, they 
had four mats to move on 
made out of 6x6 wood— 
the two surplus mats were 
moved as the shovel 
advanced The snivel had 
it* own water pump and 
pumped water to makc 
su-am from a nearby river 
or creek and on occasions, 
water wav hauled in a tank 
on a »led pulled by horses 
The coal (usually about 
four ton* dally I wn 
wagoned from (he closest 
available supply 

The • y*.ir .921 saw 
Cherry River Boom &i 
Lumber Company reach 
Three Forks of Williams 
River and the hub of town 
and the railroadshops were 
built and the work of 
Sarrani. Lombard and 
Palmbcr had seen progress 
move on. Appearing on the 
scene were new names— 
Billy Hawks, trainmaster: 
Joe Urccr. assistant; Webb 

kWjifkf 


-ley 

Hanrahan i scaler) n*H to 
*ak me, "Did you dio- 
him today? 

Cherry River, during the 
20*» and XT* had two 
trains a day. ax days a 
to Richwcod. They had 
acquired new Rod Engnes 
Nos. 15. 13. and 26 which 

were used to make the runs 

from Three Forks to 
Rich wood Their usual run 
consisted af about 50 cars 
of logs. They alwavs 
dropped off about 1C or 12 
cars at Gauley Mills, 
although George Gumm, 
on one occasion pulled (• 3 
from Three Forks 11 
Gauley Mills. During d 
30's Three Forks had 
grown to quite a town, a 
threc-toom school, 
church, hig store andabou: 
75 houses, hoarding house, 
a dentist, Dr. George Dyer 
(now at Bcckley). ■ daily 
railroad bus that carried 
the mail and passengers 
The virgin loresi of 
Williams' lasted approxi¬ 
mately 16 years and the 
year 1963 saw Three Forks 
become a t^tost town The 
for hardwood was 


quest I 


Vear ’Round Enjoyment 



Skiing < 
Fishing* I 



The Pardee And Curtin Lumber Company Railroad 


Cktllgan, *lxi tliiiinl k«i 
down Ilk Riser hi llm 
• < S»rIni!Milk nil* 

nhrr vxncnr k*J thr pck k«n 
> >k> thr virgin hit cm, rut nolv 
thr the linen u*t wuoJ, mid 
kin* pud thr owner* 25 cent* 


prr t< 


irral Curtin alun 


uprt«tlon« in 
Wrtarr Cnur.tv ■! an curly 
•lair The Pardee Culm 
Company CM thousand* id 
acre* i <t heck folk. Grows 
Creek, Holts ami Laurel 
Thl* limber WM floated 
down Elk to Sutton during 
Curtin'* f r.t ra»|i>r 


operattoin from |h«M to 
approximately 190C. 

It |> not clear which of 
the ma|or companies «» 
the first to establish a mill 
In Webster County, 
however, the one at Gauley 
Mill* wa* rxnlt 85 year* ago 
by the Camden Inletevt* m 


Cherry River Boom And Lumber Company 



rhe year 1943. during 
jrld Vl ar II saw Charley 
igrrr (O the wav we shall 
it the end of our allotted 
e Thr B6 lO Railroad 


thru railrtwd in order to 
near rhe ccwl from this 
accncn The ahop* were 
hutir at Cow-en. and the 


bu»t The oldCherry River 
line from Donaldson to 
Gauley Mill* by way of 
Gudcr River wa* dtkeon- 
nourd JrrryviUe. by 1950 
araa a hrxxninf commun- 
trr mtthrmjgU m»r of the 


rim her wa* pone. the 
charier to coal had hem 
made at that time. Jerry\i!lc 
had a four-room school, 
church, railroad yard. 100 
houses, store, hoard ins 
house and a new mining 
town in Straight Creek. 

Although lhe great Fkulgrtt 
wa* gone, hi* shoes were 
ably filled by Carl 
Lmhargrr A new name 
had appeared on the 
scene—Rav Maust. and at 
the present time or i* one 
of the biggest operators of 
coal in the United State* oi 
America He is a stripper 
gutter and a man who really 
knows how to get the ctal 
The old Cherry River 
Boom &e Lumber Com¬ 
pany was purchased by a -_ 

wildcatter by the name of Jerryvillc and Straight 
Rudolph, who later sold Creek to Cowen 


and Barnhart loader* 
cither sold or yielded to the 
scrap pile. 

George Gumm. in 1948, 
moved the big Shay . 100 
ton*. No. 17 from 
Richwoud to Tusculusa. 

Alabama, where it was sold w ...... 

to Levin Mining Company w (n CVtobCT 

Mr. Gumm was with the ^V-.SUI rx,nv wrr 
bug engine 22 days on tne 
railroad to see that it wa* 
properly greased and 
stayed two works alter 
arrival to make sure old 
No 17 was in good 
working order 

When Nas. 3 and 26 
yielded to tie scrap of sale, 
they purchased a steam 
Malley. No. 482 for 
haulage of coal from 


the mill to Ritter Lumber 
Company, and was further 
transferred ro rhe present 
owner. Georgia Pacific. 
Mow of the railroad is 
gone The old Shay engine* 


The last man to yield to 
death on the old Cherry 
River line was Grover 


Ene, Vi yards shovel or 
ditcher built cm a log car It 
upset and scalded him to 
death. One c ould go on an d 
one about Ray Maust. the 
blowing of a bridge at Slaty 
Fork, the strike al 
JerryvtlL-. and the Gauley 
River dynaminng of No 
482 in October 1944. Talk 
about many wreck* such as 
rod engine No. 18 out rt 
Straight Creek. In fact, a 
book could be compiled 
worthy of anyone's time If 
you arc really Interested, 
here ar: five men still iivmg 
who smarted with the old 
Cherry River Line In 1906 
1 am *ure anyone of the 
following. Earl Webster 
Richwood, retired shop 
man; Ray Bryon. engineer. 
Richwood; Walter Snat 
on somewhere in the west; 
Arttrtcr Ramsey.engineer, 
Richwood; and Geor* 
Gumm of Webstc 


connection with the West 
Vltginu-Pltubiirah Rail¬ 
road In I9C7 this 
operation was taken over 
b» the Cherts River Boom 
and Lumber Company 
The mill wa* operated by 
that concern until 1931 
The roll, at Its peak, cut 
125.030 feet pet day. Log* 
were hauled from WlUiwmt 
and Gauley Rivers, ovet it* 
own private railroad, with 
terminals at Three Forks 
and errystllc. WV 
Another mill oi 
.* built 


Htne*. all « 

expect ii. J _ _ _ _ 

story on the Diana 
npenaon and old mane 
No 33 and the wrack at 
Charley Malta mb't card 
cut The engine with 
Me-chir Htne*. engineer. 


,rco£a55 


Stock Hdl. conductor , and 
Dick Soemore. brakeman. 
hi: a cow and the mere 
ard live load* of log* 
boded in Holly River Te». 
there 1* * lot to thr Dam 
story but vt‘» to 

thread the needle and 
years ago. which cut mote uaemrne 
than lsO million feet of Sky lev near the Braxton- 
hitrber during its i 
flow. Thl* mill wa* « 
and operated by the capacity 
Hcward Lumber Com- daily i 
pan*. At its peak they railroad 
employed 150 to 200 nam 
unJ their capacity was 
35.000 feet per day. Their 
timber stood pruveip ally on 
Giukry River ard was 
hided from Bobir over a 
narrow gauge railroad. (See 
Charley Sandy, Bo lair, for 
tafontut'.an pertaining to 
railroad engine* and 


3 narrow SSuyt 

Bko"»d old FittsKirgh 
Railroad at Erbacco. Tu* 
wa* known as the D»*to- 
Eakm Lumbet Comp my 
Mill 

is the sierof 


Wainvtlle w-|- 

the Webttet Lumbet 
Company Mill To thtmd 
the needle her* U 
impossible It chmgrd 
»•) hands frequently—from 

HB Nichols. White* Brook* to Harmowt. to 

tsaztsz "Bsz&s. 


.as Grover Guram ol Wenstei ” r.oodtldge ’Wi.lBam. the ioitwt 

Harmltnri on the South County could give vou ° sTcbX v«dfatbei d 

Fkirk of Cherry, September hours and hour* c* detailed White, n n -_ -- 

4. 1954- It was a *t*sm information- 


KWrchw 
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DUTCH'S RESTA C/RAjVE 

(First Restaurant on Rt. 15) 
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pferdee And Curtin 
Lumber Railroad 


uni lhr .i-uiip r. Shny 
afr'V, •»>! 



nr It nvmiil 


in 1871. Taylor County . 
Grafton. WV. the ftrdee 
Cams ConpK« started a 
•■ait »j»iai II which 
mfxnj into one at the 
leading lumbering and 
aar.| comparue* in the 
■Me at WcM Virginia The 
Cumn uku moved from 
Taylor County to Sutton. 
Bra«on County at 1886 
with portable culls About 
100 " ‘ 


lte««v ihr, a Honed 

rtrtra It they kttded 24 
arv brfrxe noon thev ««U 
sot a dar The loader nun 
ay $3 a day. conductor 
|i V. tone hooker $L2S. 
tireman $175 Each man 
rated from 45 cent* to 50 
cmrs i Jjv (or board and 
nxxn Hot* ever, the train 
crew* could atop and eat at 
any log camp with no 
charge All log camp* had 
the finest of food. Ion* 
tables with two or three 
Linds of meat, jellies 
honey, molasses, or jusi 
about anything you 
wanted Sleeping condi¬ 
tion* were always poor. 
3edbugs and gtaybacks 
made the using of lamp oil 
to spray your hed necessary 
for a good night’s sleep 
The long winter evenings 
were spent spinning tall 
rales of every description 
Lee Gadd and others usrd 
ro make the rounds to the 
camps selling clothing, 
watches, etc. Some have 
hcen known to peddle 
"George" (a high powered 
anuff) that make the hicks' 
imagination wander to 
dreamland, known as they 
U-Pine-Inn in Rich wood, 
the Greasy Front in 
Webster Springs, or Hell's 
Half Acre and the saloon in 


..nhuti Inn Smith, one at 
thr linesl In Ki* gaugr 
railroad Innldmg. gathered 
the engine* atul (oadcn-pln 
one *lay and t hipped '* m 
tuck to the Curtin shop, 
where thev were «T«nrd 
and put tuck In operation. 

The No 4 engine, run by 
Tllden Brown, fireman, 
Walt Good, conductor. 
Bob Mullins failed to take 
sand on the head of Angler* 
Creek and the engine and 
12 loads left the track and 
upset All men jumped 
from the train to safety 

The No. 5 engine, ninby 


(ear of iogt There log* were 

caught in Sr. Albans, 

Kanawha County, and 
acrid Tire aaaru were used 
lo help buy and I natal! a 
band mdl at Sutton.Curtin 
had thru lir at hand mill Ut 
Braxton liotaity about 
IflWO 

The year 1900 vaw 
Curtin move to Nicholas 
County with three hand 
•adk, located at Horn my 
Wla. Coal Siding, and 
Coran. Thk operation m 


I railroad bits made dally 
tors, from Curtin to 
Brock's bridge and back, 
hauling the public, log 
hicks, and mall to and from 
the camp* The main line 
engtnrs tan from the three 
mills to the railroad 
junction*. The old Shay 
went up the steep hollow* 
and gathered the logs for 
(he mills. At Curtin. 
Hominy Fall, and Coal 
Siding, the band mills were 
curtimi awav daily, each 


Von Clark and fire-nan 
John Petit snd No. 7, run 
F by Lee Cole snd Roy 
Sparks and Bob Warbut 
ton and Joe Roberts, loader 
men, and Flem Wilson, 
conductor, had a run away I 
in the hollow above 
Lei v.isy on M eadow Creek 
Von Clark jumped from 
the No. 5 engine, hit a tree I 
anJ killed himsell. The I 
others made it to safety. 

The Curtin opcratioi in 
Nicholas was big. employ¬ 
ment good, wages cheap, 
living conditions also 
cheap Old General Cirtin 
was considered in 
honorable man. He 
cancelled many store 
accounts at the end of each 
year. He also paid hospital 
bills for many of his 
employees. How well he 
got along with Thornt 
Hennings, John Cochran, 

^^Prnnwn Bur. the image i 
of a staunch gentleman, 
General Curtin, remains in 
the minds of many yet 

The year 1928 saw the 
hardwoods and virgin 
timber disappear and the 
three mills of Hominy 
Falls. Coal Siding, and 
Curtin came to an end. 
Flem Wilson got the nod to 
pull stakes and embatk to 
her goo, Webster County; a 
task that required many 

kmir* nf nlanninu and 


ul,I make iheu 
Manner **> Bentoo and ihnr 
new w.l Un Nine Hr the 
mil of 1929 all live Cutrin 
engine. lu»J made II » 
Kergon and the We*t 
Virginia Mldlan.l was 
owning to an end. 

The law part of 1929 and 
early K>'s saw Flem Wilson 
a nd Ed Cochrsd lent to 
Duma with the No I 
engine snd Bill Skidmore, 
engineer lo pull lie steel of 

the West Virginia Midland 

to Webster Springs- A Mr 
Coalshaw. who hid the 
original steel for the West 
Virginia Midland Railtcnd. 
was there on that gloomy 
morning and shed a few 
tears as the history of a 
narrow gauge pissenger 
railroad was coming to an 


criu 

The Pardee Curtin 
Lumber Company bought 
the orgmal passenjet train 
and coaches and tt was used 
for several years as a work 
train from Webster 
Springs to Bergoo 

The mill at Bctgoo was 
built by a milln^t, from 
Louisiana, by the name of 
Harry Mitchell. He was in 
Bcrgoo less than two years 
The mill was in full 
operation by April 1929. 
"Mitchell." who was 
considered one of the best 
at that time, made but one 
mistake. He hid been 
building mills in the 
western states for hemlock 
and spruce and he failed to 
b utld his conveyor* tor 


t„ nrrt the chalmgt and .oal produtii.m TV. 

.•Wxas zATJzzs. 

Srmal’cut the first d*v and «tll alive U»u., 

,n k« than 120 day*. both former football coach | 

.Idea were running *®V ‘"‘PPr'- from 

The mill ran from 1942 Picken* How much 
ro 1945. mainlv from prod\*tion he get* , 

the bwk Fork of unknown to this wn«- 
Ok and Pointa Mountain but l wculd «attra*re 
The mill finally dewed in approximately 700 ton, 
1945 and the mill avsea f* f d* v N 
sold to Harrison Lumber Bctroo No y. bon, 
Company of Arkansas. 1955 to 1959.was xmh CT 
The okl engines were sold good mine with a ltfcume 
to Midwest Steel and Junk production of 6.498.534 
of Charleston, WV The tons. It was a tWir 4 
engines were cut up and mining town with 7C 

loaded at old Red Oak houses, company store. 

Mine It was indeed a mJ school, churcn. and unxm 
day in the history of hall. The taxis out ol 
narrow gauge railroads Webster Springs kept ik- 

when Ross Rcy ran old No road hot bringing the 
12. with the smokestack miners to town and bock to 
and other parts gone, from spend tbeir money 
Red Oat down through TheNo 5mmcv.us.in., 
Bcrgoo, acruss the river to in operation from 1945 to 
the Did mill ate. where the 1950. with a productioni • 


501,780 rim,. 

Bruton No. 1 from 1941 
to 1943 never amnuntedui 
a whole lot, 10,178 tons. 

Britton No. 1. from 
1943 to 1959. produced 


pofts wejc iaier wild to Ely 
Thomas Lumber Company 
of Fenwick, Nicholas 
County 

The No. 9 engine is all 
that remains ftum a legend ivij to i . , 
of narrow gauge engines It 3,664.585 tons, and 
is snll in operation and great service to the 
being used as a tourist 
attraction in the state of 
Maryland 

The Curtin story could 
oc written in book form 
and would be worthy of 
sale in any book store in the 

l tuted States My main 


people The waste or c 
coal rejected by the washet 
and dryer was used by 

about all the people in 
Webster County, at one 
nme or another Large piles 
of bone coal remain today. 
It was used for fills, roads. 


However, this was soon 
altered and the mill at 
Bergoo was on its 
destination to a lifetime 
cutting of over 190 million 
board feet. 

The first lag camp, tun 
by Bill McCourt, was on 
Mill Run and the second 
one by Ira McClung. near 
Parcoal. From there, 
Curtin moved ti Leather- 
wood and in ’33 and ‘34 
crossed Leathcrwood onto 


continw wivii 
comment about the coal| 
interest and production. 

The Golden Ridge or 
Bethlehem Steel Mine, 
located opposite Parcoal 
was the first major coal 
operation within Webster 
County They had their 
own power plant, motors, 
and Goodwin cutting 
machines Its operation ran 
tor some 15 years, yet. little 
history of this mine is 
known to this writer. 


the old original neon m 

produced from 1945 1 
1947.205.534 urns 
The Curtin sory ***“’ 
not be cample* without 
mentioning t l * company . 
vturc. Someone wiou s 
song ibout loading lb ton* 
of cosl and betng one day 

oldand deeper in debt.and 

zfsv?* 
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Pardee And Curtin 
Lumber Railroad 

Cbnrinucd From Page 5 hours. If they were out 1 3 
Waggy. now living in hours they were allowed 
Charleston, WV. The elder eleven. If they loaded 24 
Waggy logged 10 Thousand are before noon they still 
icres on Missouri Run. got a day. The loader man 

The Birch Valley got $3 a day, conductor Tilden 

.umber Company was a $2.50, tong hooker $2.25, Good 

* operation at T.oga for fireman $175. Each man Bob Mullins'f.lkdTo'VaW Zin 

TV"”' l - . . , F>V«* fr°n> 45 cents to 50 sand on the head of Anglers this 

I bring you this brief cents a day for board and -L. i , /-infers me v 

itroduction of Webster room. However, the train \2 loads left the re2k and 
ouncy’s lumbering crews could stop and eat at ,,12 ah th * . “j ■■ 
dusrry so you might fully any log camp with no (F r h . men jumped ongi 
,Ptecare the Pardee charge°AU log*camps had fro iP^ ^ to safety. Virg 
-tin history making the finest of food long Vo^ OaA mo 

>ry. This information tables with two or three .u P- it f “ eman mor 
mid have been imposs- kinds of m^at, jellie? No- 7 run tear 

e without the help and honey, molasses or iust f^ e 9°if > c° V 

operation of Webster about "n^g y^u A 

unry’s senior citizens. wanted. Sleeping condi- V^A tu **“t 

ese people are deeply dons were always mor J ° d PT W,lson ' , T 

treated in restoring the Bedbugs and graybTcks ctor - a run away Lur 

linons and legeni of made tke using of lamp S 5*, w l °7 **■ 

Ring, Shay engines, to spray your bed necessary < nC 

?' Ufc '-ng ^ or a good night's sleep" *2“ ** 

irtions in the rugged The long winter evening ^Np-, 5 engine, hit a tree trs 

of early sawmTll were s^nTspLZ ' ^ ^iUed himadf The Sp 

•ooru tales o fever y desermtion ° lt 10 “*«V 

1873. Taylor County, Lee Gadd and otherfused Jpumn operation in bu 

on. WV. the Pardee to make the rounds to the N,cholas *? s bl S’ employ- U 

n Company Parted a camps selling clothing 7*™ ROO ' i * , WlgCS chea P- H 

I sawmill which watches, etc Some have !i Vmg c ° ndl!lons also B< 

rd ini., one of the been known to peddle chca P ° ld On oral Curun Tl 

->« lumbering and "George" (a high mwered u* S co « s » dc red in <* 

g ^m^rur* in the %nuff) that make the hurks* hono r ab ^ «*■"• He 

4 M r%t V Ifg.nu The imagination wander to many store cc 

‘ rUri. drr »"^nJ. know n un they • vCOU {V* *} thc CT f j .° fcacb al 

J &**«>. U hne-lnn in RkhwJ^S ^ ^ ^T 1 !" 

* *r» IWV, ,he Greatv H>r n ™V ol ha hi 

AK>ul Wrtwirr Srwu * ii i!” ^ploycei How well he w 


nu*n realised the dangci, 
jumped to safety, and were 
unhurt. Jim Smith, one of 
the finest in 36“ gauge 
railroad building, gathered 
the engines and loadcrupin 
one day and shipped them 
back to the Curtin shop, 
where they were repaired 
and put back in operation. 

The No. 4 engine, run by 
Tilden Brown, fireman, 
conductor, 




interim! in restoring thr 

rr »«lin**n.' *nd leirrndj* "» 

I^S'nK. "h.,v Win*.. 

Il-SUl Ilf* -nd living 

0 ,rHllrU»n» in the 

d»v» *d emrlv •«wmlll 

In 187^. Taylor County. 
Grsfron. WV. the Pardee 
C'urrin Company started n 
small sawmill which 
erupted into one of the 
leading lumbering and 
mining companies in the 
»tatr of West Virginia. The 
Curtin avsets moved from 
Taylor County to Sutton, 
Braxton County in 1886 
with portable mills. About 
ltNU a Hood erupted in 
Sutton, brckaing^a log dam 


an Elk River. The Curtin 


1>V llu v iDgswrrc 

caught in St. Albans. 
Kanawha County, and 
sold The assets were used 
to help buy and install a 
band mill at Sutton. Curtin 
had their first band mill in 
Braxton County about 
1890 

The year 1900 saw 
Curtin move to Nicholas 
County with three band 
milk, located at Hominy 
Falla, Coal Siding, and 
Curtin Thu operation was 
id last 28 years Thu was a 
new era m narrow gauge 
railroad transportation. 
With the new oprraoont 
cm* 12 railroad engines 
and tesetal miles of track 
and Mortcs that seem 
■Mvakaru tixfcy 


FWm Wilactti. a ill living 
I IWtf.i mi rm|4*vevl 
* Camera! Coffin at 


IlcUt-HIRM uni! K rny 
i,Hide the uj»inn of lump oil 
to upmy your bed nc«_c*»ury 
for >i Rood niuht’» sleep. 
TH«* Ioiik wlnrpr cveninipi 
wrrr .itxrni •.pinning tall 
tales of every description. 
Lee Gadd anil others used 
to make the rounds to the 
camps selling clothing, 
watches, etc. Some have 
been known to peddle 
M George” (a high powered 
snuff) that make the hicks’ 
imagination wander to 
dreamland, known as they 
U-Pinc-Inn in Richwood, 
the Greasy Front in 
Webster Springs, or Hell’s 
Half Acre and the saloon in 
Camden on Gaulev. 

Curtin was the hub for 

railroad bus made daily 

runs, from Curtin to 
Brock’s bridge and back, 
hustling the public, log 
hicks, and mail to and from 
the camps. The main line 
engines ran from the three 
mills to the railroad 
junenons. The old Shay 
went up the steep hollow's 
and gathered the logs for 
the mills. At Curtin. 
Hominy Fall, and Coal 
Siding, the band milk were 
cutting away daily, each 
trying to outdo the other. 
The average cut for a 10- 
hour day was 40.000 feet 
The Hewn in y Mill holds all 
records. A fellow by the 
name of Albert 
decided to set a 
yarded back hi 
l«ftt for a few days, and «<nc 
diy the Ikwntnv Falls Mill 
cut 78,000 fnrt tn 10 
Thu rritwd stands. 


tours 


aa a kwmdid ha 


in the hollow 
Lcivasy on Meadow 
Von Clark jump* 
the No. 5 engine. I 
and killed tilin'* 
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mill*, locutcd at Mommy 
Fall*. < 4«I Siding, and 
Curtin Thu operation was 
tr» l*»f 28 years Thin wan a 
nr u rf« In narrow gauKr 
rallroAii rransfmrt at Ion. 
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come 12 rillruJ engine* 
anti wxrfdl miles o ( truck 
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Hem Wilson, still living 
At Hrrp*>, vc",n employed 
by General Curtin at 
Anglers Creek tnd he 
P**ved ah tmportan roll 
down through Curtin 
hutory The Nicholas 
Operation ran with 10 Shay 
c*«tne» *nd No 8 a Hetsler, 
hk> 6. a Climax The No. 1 
•"wit Shay (25 tons) was 
for Isying or takingup 
•tnrl This made narrow 
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Mominy Pall, and Cool 
Siding, the band mills were 
cutting away daily, each 
trying to outdo the other. 
The average cut for a 10- 
hour day was 40,000 feet. 
The Hominy Mill holds all 
records. A fellow by the 
name of Albert Lynch 
decided to set a record, 
yarded back his 16-foot 
logs for a few days, and one 
day the Hominy Falls Mill 
cut 78,000 feet m 10 
hours. This record stands, 
as a legend of history, as the 
most cut in any one day 
during the Curtin opera¬ 
tion in Nicholas County 
The railroad, in Deep 
Well, near Summersvilie. 
**as a busy place with 
Shany engines, black 
'moke, and shrill whistles. 
Shay engines No 3 and No 
9 were trying to put an 
American steam loader up 
a steep track in Deep Well 
Hollow Engine No 3. run 
b > Jim Johrwon and No 9. 
am by Harry Butcher. Jack 
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hMHi rmli.'ni thr ilanurr, 
jiin>(V\i (O wtcty, *nd were 
unhurt Jim Smith, one of 
the fmr*t in V»" gauge 
railroifci building, gathered 
the rnipno and loodcrupin 
•nr .%* I * v *>e ,li\ and shipped them 
rrr • ‘•wrd hs*k to the Curttn shop, 
» 4 »hcre they were repaired 
n thr> x*U »nd put hade in operation. 
**** —» The No -4 engine, run by 

Tikien Brown, fireman, 
S. . >AAit Good, conductor. 
Bob Mulims failed to take 
*** unj on the head of Anglers 

* vj Creek and the engine and 
ev tra»r. |2 IoaJs It ft the track and 
* «P«et All men jumped 
•''«* my from the tram to *fety 
***** The No 5 engine, run by 

Voa Clark and fireman 
* ?**" M* Art n and No 7. run 
***** Pf Lee Coir and Roy 
m ** 1 Spwhs and Bob War but* 
andfor Roberts, loader 
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Shays could make their 
Journey to Rcrgoo and their 
new nnd last home. By the 
end of 1929 all the Curtin 
engines had made it to 
Bergoo and the West 
Virginia Midland was 
coming to an end. 

The last part of 1929 and 
early 30’s saw Flem Wilson 
and Ed Cochrad sent to 
Diana with the No. 1 
engine and Bill Skidmore, 
engineer to pull the steel of 
the West Virginia Midland 
to Webster Springs. A Mr. 
Coalshaw, who laid the 
original steel for the West 
Virginia Midland Railroad, 
was there on that gloomy 
morning and shed a few 
tears as the history of a 
narrow* gauge passenger 
railroad was coming to an 
end 

The Pardee Curtin 
Lumber Company bought 
the orgtnal passenger train 
and coaches and it was used 
for several years as a work 
train from Webster 
V ,w '# to Rrrynu 
The null at Bn 
Kak h 
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ih« No * engine. hit a tree 
Amt killed himself. Inc 
others m»dr if lo safety 
The Curtin opirition in 
Nicholas w»* blu. employ* 

**xl. W.lv 

tivin| condition* jUo 
thnp 1 Hd Ciencral Curtin 
»ii considered in 
honorable man. He 
cancelled many store 
accounts at the end of each 
tear Hr also paid hospital 
hdb for many of hts 
employer* How vie 11 he 
x suing kith Thornt 
•n«» v . n bran. 
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The mill at Bergoo was Q f p c 
built by a millnght, from Counr 
Louisiana, by the name of The 
Harry Miuhell. He was in that re 
Bergoo levs than two years. of nan 
Ihc mill was in full j$ s ^| 
operation by April 1929. being 
"Mitchell," who was attract 
considered one of the best Marvl 
at that time, made but one Th< 
mistake. He had been ^ W1 
building mills in the aru j % 
western states for hemlock sa ^ ir 
and spruce and he failed to Lnne 
b mid hu conveyors fur mmctc 
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Curtin came to an end 
Firm WtlaonfOtthcnodto 
pill •rdkn ami embark to 
|Wr»v. Webater County; a 
ta«k that required many 
femn of planmng. and 
^V*vxum*trK there vein 
%> So The urd was pulled 
and the 10 Shaya. the No. 
* Mrtalrf. and the No 6 
Omni were brought to the 
Cwtai MJ anr to make 
nmdt thru journey to 
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am •••*. hawk with a narrow 
•mar v«i and the Shay 
» g nw wtf run on thr 
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Nlntt. in Bratton 
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altered and tbr mill at 
Hr rgoo wi« on Its 
drMtnation to a lifetime 
cutting of over 190 million 
Kurd feet. 

The firat lug camp, run 
by Bill McCourt, was on 
Mill Run and the second 
one by Ira McOung. near 
Parcoal. From there, 
Curtin moved to Leather* 
wood and in *33 and *34 
created Leather wood onto 
Gauley as far down as 
Jerryville, and in *41 
crusted f\*nt Mountain to 
Back Fork The same shay 
engines and loaders used tn 
Nicholas mere used in this 
operation 

Soa Rilcv was the mill 
boat with Windy Roar on 
one aide and Harry 
(hackworth on the other 
Thr lumberyard wwa to full 
you could hardly tevJ 
room for a lumber stack A 
major portion of the 
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T«wi «ntg at hu krt and 
featuring aijr poplar 
hank awdial igkaJad 
hmr *• patrlag 

that mall burned ac 
•kfhol m Affti 1941 
I a4a at Jbvl h 1942 
the rtfum >i 



. t.« • f<h 
(UW ten 
§ hnlU »w 
■m fr% »hr 
•r* l»n K 

• m nri 

l 16^ 

Ulk MiG 
t m 10 

mmr* 1* 

.vi » ’Sr 

cm in 

..«• •. 

i Ikf 

MW* 
b» «’ \ 

. M*l 

M»4» 

n«i m» 

**An» If 

*v fw 

a ^ M 

.4- % » 

*•«* H* 4 

¥ inv»it 

• • .< V 

I M*»14«.'! 

• ♦** •# 

I* Sfl 

4k* sf 


.^mmatrlv three v«r* 
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A g*\ial H*l > Railnwd 
<m • • • built with a narrow 
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Jerryvillc, and in ’41 
crmvil l\>int Mountain to 
Hoi'll Fork Thr name •hay 
engine* and loader* used in 
Nicholas were uacd in this 
operate >n 

Sox Riley was thr mill 
boat with Windy Roar on 
one aide and Harry 
Duckworth on thr ocher 
The lumberyard was an full 
you could hardly find 
room for a lumber stack A 
major portion of the 
lumber was exported to 
England and France, with 
bln T Alcock of New 
York serving as broker and 
learuring wide poplar 
boards used in England and 
France as paneling 

The* mill burned at 
divbreak in April 1941 
(unknown day) By 1942. 
through thr efforts of 
A W Cor km. with the 
help of Shorty Reese 
drafting, thr mill was 
»(hah Mr ttvkag who 
ww» harmerh with Ab 
1‘halfwerv m Jh. tnwn 
waai 1 alifornta. and 
Mffnl whm hr was % alfcrd 
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to meet the challenge and 
relniiUI the null, rhe mill 

ua> - urll •s^rnWed 

under the guidelines of Mr. 
Corkm. that they had a 
normal cut the first day and 
m k*vs than 120 days, both 
sides were running. 

rhe null ran from 1942 
to 1945. mainly from 
nmber tin the Back Fork of 
Elk and Pointa Mountain. 
The mill finally closed in 
h *45 and the mill assets 
sold to Harrison Lumber 
Company of Arkansas. 
The old engines were sold 
to Midwest Steel and Junk 
of Charleston. WV. The 
engines were cut up and 
loaded ar old Red Oak 
Mine It was indeed a sad 
Jbv in the history of 
narrow gauge railroads 
»Kcn R. Roy ran old No. 

1 2 with the smokestack 
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»*. with the smokestack 
and other parts gone, from 
Red 1 Xu down through 
hrrpmj. acruaa the river to 
the old mill site, whrfe l hr 
PjA* anr later «dd to Ely 
Hmu*! Lumhrt (iumpany 
Fenwick, Nicholas 
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coal production. The 
population has dropped 

from a high of approxima¬ 
tely 1,800 to about 250 
people. Coal production is 
still alive with Ike Lewis, a 
former football coach and 
coal stripper, from 
Pickens. How much 
production he gets is 
unknown to this writer, 
but I would estimate 
approximately 700 tons 
per day. 

Bergoo No. 4, from 
1935 to 1959, was a rather 
good mine with a lifetime 
production of 6,498,554 
tons. It was a thriving 
mining town with 70 
houses, company store, 
school, church, and union 
hall. The taxis out of 
Webster Springs kept the 
road hot bringing the 
miners to town and back to 
spend their money. 

The No. 5 mine was only 
in operation from 1945 to 
1950, with a production of 
501,780 tons 

Britton No 1 from 1943 
to 194) never amounted to 
a w hole lot. 10,178 tons 

Britton No 1, from 
194) to 1959. produced 
1.664.585 torn, and w»»a 
great urrvtor to (hr i\h* 
jroplc lhf ww*ir or none 
coal fronted by the taaahct 
and dryer uatvl by 

•Kmii all rhe people in 
Wrbnn County, t one 
oauuiMlici Umrpik* 
td buar ual icnwia today 
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Rr j Oak down through 
Brrfiw, mr>>» the rlvvr *" 
ihr..M mill Mio. whrrr the 
«rrc later sold to bly 
Thomas Lumber Company 
of Fenwick. Nicholas 
County 

The No 9 engine i* all 
that remains from a legend 
,e narrow- gauge engine* It 
i« %ftll in operation and 
Vtng used as a tourist 
attraction in the state of 
Maryland 

The Curtin story could 
Or written in book form 
and would be worthy of 
»ak in a rrv book store in t he 

Lotted States My main 


production or o,rytt,554 
tons. It was a thrivm K 
mining town with 7o 
houses, company atort*, 
school, church, and union 
|ml I The taxis out of 
Webster Springs Wept the 
road hot bringing the 
miners to town and hack to 
spend their money. 

The No 5 mine wav«> n |y 
in operation from 1945 to 
1950, with a production of 
501,780 tons. 

Britton No. 1 from 1943 
to 1943 never amounted to 
a whole lot, 10.178 tons. 

Britton No. 1, from 
1943 to 1959, produced 
3.664.585 tons, and was a 
great service to the poor 
people. The waste or bone 
coal rejected by the washer 
and dryer was used by 
about all the people in 
Webster County, at one 
time or another. Large piles 
of bone coal remain today. 
It was used for fills, roads. 
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produced from 1945 ^ 

1947 . 205.534 tons 
The Curtin story *oul 
not be complete without 
mentioning the company! 
store Someone w-rotc a 
xmg aKnit loading lb tons 
uf *.oal and being one is' 
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thr firm major cool 
mn Ofetltion within \Vi Ut«-r 
«a« C ounty They had their 
mtn «vj ton pxmer plant, motors, 
■ ami liooJwin * tit t in« 
there machines Its operation nn 
Irweh rt kx *ene 15 years, yet. little 
•raj M hatforv of this mine is 
isl«xto known to this writer, 
. «•- m hrvauir they were an out of 
m 41 aitr curporation. 
rKMtm to Parcitil. or Bergoo No 
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mm4m from 1929 to 19*6. 
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mentioning thr company 
store. Someone wrote a 
song about loading 16 tons 
of coal and being one day 
old and deeper in debt, and 
wound up by saying he 
owed his sole to the 
company store; a true 
story. Some people worked 
every day in the mines and 
got more out of the store 
than they earned 

The old scrip story (buy 
cigarettes for $2 00 per 
carton and sell them for 
$1 50) applies to many 
other items, and the 
sharpies down town took 
advantage of the opportun¬ 
ity. About everybody in 
town took scrip, it they 
could get « cheap mxgh 
It went right back to thr 
company store and they 
hugh meats, pixrtm 
furniture. anj g» It was a 
way ha the nan era to grt 
ankthr Or any other 
worth? pyrpar They ward 
to |4n |%4rf «t ftrtgoo and 
IW?« arwi aty parrni thr 
mpm m »aik It Mtvni a 
iujiuw on kJk River m 
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pfoJlK^‘ ,n 

h4W „ wt * 

fWrt»*n of HrfgiM* No^ 1* 

».*» I»*0 «» ' 954> 

pioJucc J • llfcumc 
of 7.900.576 tons 

fKr mining «n»n» from 
l#!0 to 1^54 ha* made a 
complete change. J^ c 
Par Jrr Curtin home off ice 
n row located there u well 
m an *11 eWvtru sawmill A 
mt^e jetton of the coal 
Company hi hi tew are owned 
h mJatndoiU and a large 
pr nm tapr of the popub- 
Ooa fk^a week for private 
mJuacrt or survive on 


ftrt#oo No 3 or 
U»thya<«Hi which is 
inwaimiJ Krf^ko. had a 
tiraair praiuefton. from 

1911 (o 1947. of 
1 #H? 772 t«*a» Ai unr 

•*aw ikrir an «n 
r *• roll of 

ftAVAY Mtfhh fttwn 


every nay in the mines and 
Hot more out of the store 
than they earned 

The old scrip story (buy 
cigarette* for $2.00 per 
carton and sell them for 
$1 50) appllca to many 
other item#, and the 
sharpie* down town took 
advantage of the opportun¬ 
ity. About everybody in 
town took scrip, if they 
could get it cheap enough 
It went right back to the 
company store and they 
bought meats, groceries, 
furniture, and gas It was a 
way for the miners to get 
medicine or any other 
worthy purpose. They used 
to play poker at Bergoo and 
Barton and scrip played the 
same as cash It served a 
purpose on Elk River as 
legal tender 

Mr Orkney, from our 
town of Webster Spring*, 
bis worked a lifetime lor 
Curtin-first as a lumber 
talesman In 1927 hr carat 
to WVhatcr County ** store 

manager, buying and 
runn*~g the Curtin wore 
until retirement They had 

CoattiuMil On Page 1l 
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Paul G. Thayer 


t (vail fhr throttle and 
No» (he abtvtlc for the 
5&.0 Railroad He went to 
work u j fireman in 1944 


hit engineer 


10*7 He 


(Inn, v Ikl &> for started running the 1212 
farrert to freight engine, later the 
igcelw 1314 In December 1949 
ir rmiirvad he bumped into the 
K around patsenjrr run from Pickens 
aruiro^ to Buckhannon. steam 
engine »3113. His first 
three days in Pickens is 
Hit 


d hard * He Kart ed from Buckhan- 
k of the non to Pickens in a 1941 
Ford ar 7:30 ar night and 



armed In IVkens the nett 
nomlng. at 7:10 and thirty 
minutes hue for the daiiy 
run to Buckhannon. They 
got the train on the move to 
Alexandra and the 
conductor came up to M-. 
Thayer in the cab of the 
engine (3113) and said to 
Mr. Thayer. "You are not 
running n tr right train, we 
are thirty minutes late." 
Mr. Thayer said to the 
fireman, "We will pull into 
Buckhannon on time." He 
pulled down the track at 
about 40 miles per hour for 
a mile and a sign said 'Track 
warning. 10 miles pe- 
hour ' 

He never touched the 
throttle. He said at times he 
thought the engine and 
passenger cars were all 
going into the river. He 
pulled into Adrian and the 
conductor gave him 
another visit and informed 
him to slow it down, we 
were ahead of time. 

Mr. Thayer ran the 
PSckcns to Buckhannon 
run for six months and the 
conductor never talked to 
him again about his 
schedule. The second night 
in Pickens. Mr. Thayer 
went to bed at the Pickens 
Hotd as soon as supper was 
over. He woke up about 
12:00 o'clock to go to die 
Johnny house. The fire lad 
gone out in the pot belly 
Move. He reached lor his 

Trsrr 

boost was on the back 


porch of fhr second floor 
ill tlie hotel. Mr Tliaycr 
finally made it lurk to the 
bed and the Hostler foe 
3113 informed him and the 
fireman (hat the engine and 
water lines to the passenger 
coaches were freezing up. 
Mr Thayer, the f.reman 
and Hostler had the engine 
thawed out. heat in the 
passenger coaches and 
3113 and crew was cn their 

way at 7:30 a.m. for 
Buckhannon. 

Mr. Thayer served as 
engineer on the 5005 
passenger train engirc from 
Rich wood to Clarksburg. 
He also blowed the whisdc 
and pulled the throttle on 
7608. one of the biggest 
steam engines ever in 
service except the 614, that 
runs continuously on 
excursion runs yet today 
and yearly from Cincinnati 
to Hinton. The 7608 was 
192 feet long from cow 
catcher to the coupling at 
the end of the water tank 
with a 235 lb. steam 
pressure, held 25 tons of 
coal and 22,000 gallons of 
water and was used to haul 
troop trains all over the 
United States during 
World War □. 

Mr. Thayer has trained a 
number of young engineers 
on diesel. Tommy Bragg, 
Don Snyder and many 
many others. He has runon 
about all the trackage from 

WHWHBiP 

Gauley Rivers, Grafton 


and Cumbcrlind. Mary¬ 
land; there i» I .trie trackage 
in die scope of the BficO 
Grafton yank that Mr. 

Thayer has nut covered. 

Mr. Thayer was the 

original objector to the - --.- 

conditions at the old down to the water . The day 
Beanery arCowen. He filed of the wreck the — 


fire and the recent vrrrcV 
Central ta Tunnel ^ 
you come out erf the 400 
feet tunnel it » only si* -. 
40 feet to the 600 feet 
bridge with guerden ever, 
100 feet and over 200 feet 


_ report on several 
occasions about living 
conditions, screen doors, 
beds and general condi¬ 
tions. A new air condition¬ 
ed Beanery was built and 
this writer and his brothers 
were the prime contract¬ 
ors. We also started the 
Cass Scenic Railroad the 
same year. 

Mr. Thayer WTecked at 
Orlando n Braxton 
County in 1958. The first 
car behind three engineers 
kicked a rail and 31 coal 
cars loaded jumped the 
crack and pied up 6 deep. 
We were clocked at 39 
miles per hour when we 
wrecked. 

Mr. Thayer wrecked two 
miles east of Cowen on 
Laurel Creek's steepest 
grade. Wc had a loose 
wheel that wouldn't slow 
down in a curve and turned 
sideways and derailed 37 
coal cars. There is probably 
coal on Laurel Creek 
today. It went all over the 
hillside. 1 once wrecked 
one, the big Ditch, coming 
from Camden-on-Gauic-y 
Wc came upon a br 

hoppers ol coal E\ 


was through the tunnel *n<i 
on the burning bridge and 
engines passed over the 
bridge an the steel guerders 
and clearing the burning 
ties and hot steel as they 
slid across the guerders the 
fueloil tanks were split and 
when die fuel oil hit the hot 
steel i’ made a tremendous 
fire. Somehow the 
engineers and train crews 
managed to put out the fire 
and save the engines. Mr 
Thayer was one of the 
engineers who helped 
rebuild the bridge and 
restore railroad traffic. 

Mr. Thayer married a 
railroad woman. His 
Charlotte Thayer, was a 
clerk and telegraph 
operator in Grafton before 
they moved to Cowen 
Mr. Thayer was bom to 
be a railroad engineer. He 
has many good pictures of 
engines and wrecks and can 
talk for hours about hii 
lifetime railroad «rper: 
ence. He is a living, walk in, 
legend on B6cO 
history. A membe 
Cowen Railroad 
fame, Mr. Thayer u __ 
that a// Webster Count! 
and West Virginians’ 


body remembers the bridge should be proud of. 
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fpaul G. Thayer 


Paul G. Thayer, a 90 lb. 
railroad engineer, who was 
not supposed to make it 
because of his size, his 
engineer leather gloves 
come almost to his 
elbows, he had to look for 
small women’s garters to 
hold the sleeves up on his 
shirt and his blue railroad 
handkerchief went around 
his neck twice, his railroad 
cap npped his eyebrows. 
He looked like a midget 
with a circus. His 
determination and hard 
work made him one of the 
best railroad engineers to 


ever pull the throttle and 
blow the whistle for the 
B6tO Railroad. He went to 
work as a fireman in 1944 
and was running as an 
engineer in 1947. He 
started running the 1212 
freight engine, later the 
1314. In December 1949 
he bumped into the 
passenger run from Pickens 
to Buck han non, steam 
engine #3113. His first 
three days in Pickens is 
something to remember. 

' He started from Buckhan- 
non to Pickens in a 1941 
Ford at 7:30 at night and 


arrived in Pickens the 
morning, at 7:30 and tl 
minutes late for the i 
run to Buckhannon. * 
got the train on the mo 
Alexandra and 
conductor came up tc 
Thayer in the cab o 
engine (3113) and sa 
Mr. Thayer, ’’You ar 
running a freight tral 
are thirty minutes 
Mr. Thayer said tt 
fireman, "We will pu 
Buckhannon on time 
pulled down the tra 
about 40 miles per ho 
a mile and a sign said * 
warning, 10 miles 
hour.' 

He never touche 
throttle. He said at di 
thought the engin 
passenger cars we 
going into the riv' 
pulled into Adrian t 
conductor gave 
another visit and mi 
him to slow it do* 
were ahead of time 
Mr Thayer n 
Pickens to Buck 
run for sax months 
conductor never ta 
him again aboi 
schedule. The see or 
in Pickens, Mr 
went to bed at the 
Hotel as soon at sup 
om He woke up 
1240 o'clock to go 
juhnnv house The f 
gone out m the pu 
Move Hr rewthed I 









thr • fmtk for the 
taikiwd He went to 

» • fireman in 1*M4 
m running u an 
pt in 1047 He 
runnsvC the 1212 

n^rv. Later the 
a December 1949 


arrived in Taken* the next 
morning, at 7.30 and thirty 
minute* late for the daily 
run to Buc khan non. They 
got the nratnonthe move to 
Alexandra and the 
conductor came up to Mr. 
Thayer in the cab of the 
rnpnr (3113) and said to 
Mr Thayer. "You are not 
running a freight train, wc 
are thirty minutes late." 
Mr Thayer said to the 
fireman, "We will pull into 
Buckhannun on time." He 


taped into the pulled down the track at 
t run from Pickens about 40 miles per hour for 
khan non steam a mile and a sign said'Track 
• 3113 Ho first warning. 10 miles per 
ns in fVken* is hour ' 


g to r eme m ber He never touched the 
d from Buckhan throttle. He said at times he 


Vim a a 1941 

’ JC at rught and 



thought the engine and 
passenger cars were all 
going into the river. He 
pulled into Adrian and rhe 
conductor gave him 
another visit and informed 
him to slow it down, wc 
were ahead of time. 

Mr Thayer ran the 
fVkcns to Ruck Hannon 
foe «* months and the 
conductor never talked to 
Kim again about hit 
•cheduir The second night 
m PWkrna. Mr Thayer 
•«* to bed at tlr fVkrm 
• snnai as tupprr w as 
f 7» lb* •>*«■ »Unji 
1200 o cfocb to go to the 
K^nyhuuar The fire M 


porch of the second floor 
of the hotel. Mr Thayer 
finally made it back to the 
bed and the Hostler for 
3113 informed him and the 
fireman that the engine and 
water lines to 11 a* passenger 
conches were freezing up. 
Mr Thayer, the fireman 
and Hostler had the engine 
thawed out, heat in the 
passenger coaches and 
3113 and crew was on their 
way at 7:30 a.m. for 
Buckhannon. 

Mr. Thayer served as 
engineer on the 5005 
passenger train engine from 
Richwood to Clarksburg. 
He also blowed rhe whistle 
and pulled rhe throttle on 
7608, one of the biggest 
steam engines ever in 
service except the 614, that 
runs continuously on 
excursion runs yet today 
and yearly from Cincinnati 
to Hinton. The 7608 was 
192 feet long from cow 
catcher to the coupling at 
the end of the water tank 
with a 235 lb. steam 
pressure, held 25 tons of 
coal and 22,000 gallons of 
water and was used to haul 
troop trains all over the 
United States during 
World War U. 

Mr Thayer ha* trained a 
number <4 young engineers 
on dirarl Tummy Hr«g(. 
(Xm Snyder and many 


and Clumber land. Mar 
land; there is little tracks 
in the scope of the B6* 
Grafton yards that K 
Thayer ha* not covered 
Mr. Thayer was i 
original objector to 
condition* at the « 
Beanery at Gowen. He fi 
a report on seve 
occasions about liv 
conditions, screen do 
beds and general cui 
dons. A new air condic 
ed Beanery was built 
this writer and his brot 
were the prime contt 
ors. We also started 
Cass Scenic Railroad 
same year. 

Mr. Thayer wrecke 
Orlando in Bra* 
County in 1958. The 
car behind three engu 
kicked a rail and 31 
cars loaded, jumped 
track and piled up 6 • 
Wc were clocked a 
miles per hour whe 
wrecked 

Mr. Thayer wrccke 
miles east of Cose 
Laurel l >erk *s «e 
grade We had a 
wheel that wouldn't 
down in a curve and n 
sideways and dcraile 
coal cars There is pru 
coal on Laurel C 
n*la> It went all ove 







) of thr foa* 

* hotel Mr Thayer 
i m»ic It lw» k l»' ^ 
anJ rhr M*«mIt» f»w 
mKxmrvi him and the 
in (Sal the <tvpnr and 
knr* «D (Sr pawengrr 
% were franing up 
Imtr (Sr Mrrtnan 
nrirr Sad (Sr mipnc 
[ out. Kent m the 
|rr cokKo and 
i%iitr« »*aon their 
t 7.V am for 


hr»e* •cord *» 

on (Sr W05 
rfruen 


o c larksburg 
«d (Sr nSaacic 
hr (Srvctlr on 
# dir h ^apr ai 


r 614. (Km 


tt 


fh-taa ad 


■ * ' * I 


and l umherUnd, Mary 
land, there la little trackage 
in (Ik* n.'opc of (Sr B&O 
Oraftiw yartS (ha( Mr 
IKavrr ha* no( covered. 

Mr lhaycr was (Sc 
original objector to the 
condition* at the old 
lira nr ry at txiwen. He filed 
a report on several 
occasions about living 
conditions, screen doors, 
beds and general condi¬ 
tions A new air condition¬ 
ed Be an ery was built and 
this writer and his brothers 
were the prime contract¬ 
or* We also started the 
Casa Scenic Railroad die 
same year. 

Mr Thayer wrecked at 
Orlando in Braxton 
County in 1958. The first 
car behind three engineers 
kicked a rail and 31 coal 
cars Umied. jumped the 
track and piled up 6 Jeep 
Wr were clucked at 39 
"•dr* pit hour when we 
Treked 

Mr They er wrecked two 
erf limtn on 

kmartl t r or k *i *f repeat 

«rwV We had § Ujow 
• Ml «Kai wouldn't iU 
*• • curve and turnrd 

•**'•*•• and dreaded 17 

******* TWee m nttrfwbi* 


fire and thr recent wreck at 
(Vmralin Tunnel. When 
you come out of the 400 
feet tunnel it i» only a l*>,„ 
40 feet to the 600 feet Ion' 
bridKc with guerders every 
100 feet and over 200 fce t 
down to the water. The day 
of the wreck the engineer 
was through the tunnel and 
on the burning bridge and 
engines passed over the 
bridge on the steel guerders 
and clearing the burning 
ties and hot steel as they 
slid across the guerders the 
fuel oil tanks were split and 
when the fuel oil hit the hot 
steel it made a tremendous 
fire. Somehow the 
engineers and train crews 
managed to put out the fire 
and save the engines. Mr. 
Thayer was one of the 
engineers who helped 
rebuild the bridge and 
restore railroad traffic. 

Mr. Thayer married a 
railroad woman. His 
Charloexe Thayer, was a 
clerk and telegraph 
iterator in Grafton before 
they moved to Cowen 

Mr Thayer was bom to 
be a railroad engineer He 
ha* many good picture* of 
engines and wrec k * m 
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Politicians To Consider Youth And C.C.C.’ 


*.4 !VWa«% 
rirvtv'n I »•» 


hut nt JnlMrd 
hroiac I wtuld 
afhtkvi* that 




1972 b • 

kmm Mi » fUrvio^h 

CM*lt (Elkiltsl, »t 

««l the HvJr IVk 
NHFmu »«h Scuw 
tt ha£oo and 790 voter*. 


rmxf* R-hsr J Neely and 
Larrtr Ba*lo had ttoirr the 
faaftoo Ijnrtg noon mru 
and thr County Commts- 


on cotnnuMtoncrt. 
d dot they accept the 
a* ntabliahrd by the 
*■ (dltctaU on the 
Irva-I and Dick 


In lOWunderPreudmc 
Eamkowtt, WV (vtmacnv 
was flat uMfnphmitni In 
wthrm WVwasatanali- 
ormr h«h Unemployment 
funds were pmc, relief and 
food order* were almoat 
im 30**lhie. Red Croaa. 
churches and charity 
. vgantunons were broke 
TV vnichern counties of 
McDowell. Mingo. Lipr 
and Mercer were at a 
standstill 

Aa an elected member of 
the WV Legislature, we 
organised a committee for 
distressed area of WV. I 
was appointed chairman of 
the 2 5-member committee 
I see poverty at the worst 
with ugly conditions, 
outside toilets with their 
sticky smells, a dinging 
odor long after you left the 
vcerir, thuearrinp dangling 
ft urn ovrraiicd hard-u* 
mining boots, caps and 
soris pulled down over 
thick, dark, dirty hair. 


checkerboard John Rnthir 
shirta. etc eke of thu 10 
day. JVmctabn corrmii 




Scale Tcmrcieary kuiuh .. 
program (STEPI SI.CD an 
hour Mate park work's 
program, the welfare seed 
and piiioi program, and 
the first S30.00C for food 
stamps in McDowell' 
County alone, later Mingo, 
Logan. Clay and Webster 
and then statewide and 
now nationwide 

Last year 1985.1 hod TV 
in Charleston, five sights 
weekly that covered 
Kanawha, Putnam, parts of 
Clay, Fayette and Boone l 
havr a TV library. VHS 
and Beta, thirty-si* 30- 
minute TV shows with 
various legislators, State 
Senators and Board of 
Public Works all on file at 
my home at 216 River 
Drive, Webster Springs. 
WV. They have run as re¬ 
runs in Webster Springs, 
Ruck harm on and are now 
running in Morgantown 
and will run in Elkins 
immediately after Christ¬ 
mas. I hope the TV cable 
subscribers of Webster TV 
Cable Service demand they 
run the TV Sheriff Given 
show in Webstrr Springs, 
during the January- 
February legislative 


• implr am] n at tonal kihkhm arcurtr 
iltMOuiaigrinrnt I have tyunw ta nut able n. l.bof 
been in the political provide auch (ab. The Comp 

barnyard ol discarded Reagan adiraantrattan » and trvteg twr J 

Democrat politicians lor running wild with space second claw c«xtw out of 

yearv The WV family age. star narc.and nuWv our cmaeas They have and 

politician says we don't and detenu contract*. so amen to Rawpn’soar wars, 
sore for Sheriff Given. He many and au big that congresumat benefits, 
can’t win. he won t pay on conrtob have been laa tutkro aid continue to 
the precinct level He’s s while taapayrrs ate buying sole for l trillion deigns 
loser, be doesn’t npee We ash trays far S100 each and that tnr children and 
don’t need Kira on the boll*, nuts, washers and grandchildren can 
team Election after screwdrivers for M0 each. pay. 

election the people help me Congress has been The gnat 100-v <_ 

knock on doo-s — the brainwashed Into approv- of November 4 and 5. la 
team gets out their cash in* safety fur thia nation to history, and 
political funds, and pay on the tune of a 2 trillion debt and gcvemi 
the precinct level — and if at 8% interest while at die 
necessary re-finance same time reducing the 
election day about noon, standard of living of the 
and start giving and buying, middle and working class 
l always make t.ncm spend, by tightening of black lung, 
hustle, pull their halt,fight food tramps, social 
among themselves and 
promisr one anothet and 


ate at the mercy 
politicians, both state and 
nanonal. Think of all die 
laid-off coal miners. If the 
government and politicians 
Continued On Page 12 


Ward healer* political 
dreams of elepriant she. 

Jobs are the main issue in 
WV and the nation. 
Serious questions should 
be raised by the WV 
legislature and our 
Congresstona delegation 
in Washingttai, DC about 
any government or any 
economic system that can 
provide Jobs to all who 
need them and are able to 

work. It is crystal dear with 
unemployment at about 
155b in WV and 44% for 
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Mike Ross Gas and Oil Coalton 


II vou are interested in Gas and Oil and need 1,000 acres 
blocked up Mike Ross can help you. If you are from any 
of the 18 Latin American Countries and have gas and oil 


acreage for sale, Mike Ross will buy, sell or 

help you block up acreage for drilling or 

selling. Mike Ross 

Buckhannon, WV 26201 ■ 
(304) 472-1110 







Mike Ross Gas and Oil Coalton 


If you are interested in Gas and Oil and need 1,000 acres 


blocked up Mike Ross can help you. If you are from any 
of the 18 Latin American Countries and have gas and oil 
acreage for sale, Mike Ross will buy, sell or 
help you block up acreage for drilling or 
selling. Mike Ross 


Mike Ross 

Buckhannon, WV 26201 
(304) 472-1110 
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A Trip To Bald Knob 


Coldest And Highest 


hang k.uiiiplctcl> 


WELCOMES 










































Coldest And Highest 


U„v<n»J spent pert of the 
r ( tvv ,, months in ('ass, 
P,y rt rtJ on occasions 

\ ,,n ' c lHJt ,r ° m W .° rk 
* „ on «he front porch of 

V tl kl Company Store, 
Thuh at one rime was one 
j the highest in the state 
‘ | kept about anythin* 
von wanted, one hears the 
Thotlc of old No. 4 Shay 
rn^inc purchased from 
o.rch Valley Lumber 
Company, Tioga, WV and 
used at Cass as a 
remembrance of old 

tapn* days and as an 
excursion train for people 
fnvn *11 over the U.S. and 
fprrtgn countries At the 
Indent time, old No. 4 
rrr>ts a* a training engine, 
traowng some voung men 
at future engineers for the 
Caaa Scenic Railroad when 
m w completed to Bald 
Kt*<6 The No. 7 Shay 

metftr which recently 
man] fhr Mountain State 
Forest Festival, was 
run hoard by the Natural 
IU*< *c»rcrt Department 
from Meadow River 
i <«**.*>• RainrUr. WV 

Nu S ard No 1 arr 


many thousand feet of 
lumber was sawed in 24 
hours (242 M feet). They 
nil remember certain 
railroad wrecks and snow 
storms' and 'about all ot 
them have been in the town 
of Spruce in its heyday, 
propulate 500 in 1914, 
boarding house, post 
office, school and Dr. 
Coffer and his pill bag and 
motor car. 

Mr. Walter Good, 
railroad engineer on the 
Spruce line from 1927 
until 1960, can give you as 
much or more information 
as anyone in Cass. In fact, 
he was the engineer for No. 

1 to Bald Knob when the 
politicians and Mr. Rerron 
took the last ride. He 
recalls a wreck on the run 
around in Spruce with a 
700 Malley belonging to 
the Western Maryland He 
was running Shay No. 12, 
reversing the har. The 700 
hit him again Shay No 12 
wan never run anymore He 
said it was really sad to see 
such a good engine be cut 
up for junk, as the Mower 
Lumber Company Engines 

N»* 2. 1. 8,9. 10.11.xnd 

M p* the same treatment 
katrr can tie Mied lo me 
(Hal he had a Shay engine 
trff thr ttai aa many ax 12 


Sh«V engines No. 12.m 
(150 ton) were v 
exclusively on the , 
mile being rebuilt m; 
two and sometimes 
trips in 24 hours. 
C6cO from Ronccrv 
Durbin took 100 cj 
lumber, pulp and t 
bark, from Cass i 
every day to Covi 
Virginia and Luke 


Maryland. Mr. Gog 
was one of the engir 
this run for 
remembers the old 
car and tried tokee 
him as much as | 
There were so mar 
trying to trav. 
Sp r uce to Cass 
dangerous riding 
cars. Thirteen we 
could haul and g< 
the switch back* 
used a brakemax 
two cars. He 
supply car arw 
were overloaded 
pickers in the sc 
an awful kx < 
during the fall a 

Mr Good’s 
living m Cass, i 
hoarding house 
or Cheat Jurx 
1941-1*46. an 
the last ot the I 


>pcuvc 


ailroau 





spruce line from 1927 
until i960, can give you as 
much or more information 
anyone in Cass. In fact, 
lu* was the engineer for No 
1 to Bald Knob when the 
politicians and Mr Barron 
took the last ride. He 
recalls a wreck on the run 
around in Spruce with a 
700 Mallcy belonging to 
the Western Maryland! He 
was running Shay No. 12, 
reversing the bar. The 700 
hit him again. Shay No. 12 
was never run anymore. He 
said it was really sad to see 
such a good engine be cut 
up for junk, as the Mower 
Lumber Company Engines 
Nos. 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 
1 3 got the same treatment 
later on. He stated to me 
that he had a Shay engine 
off the track as many as 12 
times in one day. 

As you know, Mower 
Lumber Company had 
their own <hop (srill in 
operation) and made all 


Spruce to < 
dangerous ric 
cars. Thirtce 
could haul a 
the switch 1 
used a brak 
two cars, 
supply car 
were overlo 
pickers in t 
an awful 
during the 


Kni'b I he No. / Mnny 
engine, which recently 
Muted the Mountain State 
Forest Festival, was 
pirchasrd by the Natural 
Resources Department 
from Meadow River 
t'txapanv. R.uncllc, WV. 
Shiv No S and No. 1 air 
f tin- i»riginal engines 
left from the Mower 
Lumber Company. Num¬ 
ber 5 i* in opr ration and 
No 1 is being completely 
overhauled and will he 
ready for service by June of 
1967 Shay No. 1 was the 
kau engine to Bald Knob in 
1961 vf?h Wsllv Barron 

*.-J ixhrf »Uir official* 
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there w-as no one like John 
Lowery. He would whittle 

a pottrm for the piece out 

,*r wood. then go to the 
shop and with the help and 
advice of others, would 
cast the piece out of steel 
The present railroad 
known as the lass Scenic 
Railroad, was a really hav 
t4a*r from 1906 tvs NH 


on the store 
ir hears wiki tales 
« Henning* and 
Cochran, as well 
other* Somehow 
tnhrf more iKhiI 


Pardee-Curtin Lumber 




Sitting on the store 0 f wocxl, then go to the 
porch, one hear* wiki talca shop and with the help and 
of Thornf Hennings and advice of others, would 
fltg |ohn Cm bran, as well cast the piece out of steel. 

A » many others. Somehow The present railroad 
ihey remember more about known as the Cass Scenic 
fame*, flat lights, murders, Railroad, was a really busy 
and Mil* than about how place from 1906 to 1913. 

Pardee-Curtin Lumber 


Ctsitinual From Page 6 
»hout anything that you 
could ask for. The 
Htrchousc in Her goo was 
equal to a latyc wholesale 
hou*r I\*atocs and many 
fvxxl items were bought in 
carload lots 

The ftudee Curtin Store 
hod many good store 
managers under Mr. 
Orkney Doy Brannon, 
Parcoal; Brack Davis, 
Parcoal; LB. Robinson, 
Bcrg^*», George Barnett of 
Camden on Gauley, 
» The Curtin stores 
mrrr ciausdered among the 
brv of company stores in 
thr statr of West Virginia 
k u this writer’s opinion 
•hat Curtin was an 
escriimt company. It is 
*has stfct’i opinion 
fb»t every tun of coal and 
Kkoid at lumhrf that 
hi* Wfbun County 
base (mi laard by 



Virginia for employment. 
We are thankful for all the 
■ood football players 
Burnished to Webster 
Springs High School: Jack 
Nutter, Jim Lough, Grant 
Lough, Jim Arbogast, 
Ricky and Larry Cutlip, Joe 
and Phil Harris, Brack 
Davis, Ed Fincham, Duck 
Lipscomb, Clyde and 
Durward Lcuikart, Dick 
and Argel Smith, Walt 
Hclmick, and Frank Darko 
from Jerryvillc. 

We are proud Curtin 
sent us Grant Winkler, 
who works for the State 
Road. George Cnslip. our 
banker, his wife, a teacher 
in the local high school, 
and many others in all 
walks of life 1 wish for the 
hirdee Curtin Lumber 
rmHovers of bvib*ne y ears, 
anil present day employees, 
many years of ibwxl health 
and wuns 
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Shay (.ngtncft No 12undM 
(1^0 ton) were used 
exclusively on the eight 
mile being rebuilt making 
two and sometimes three 
trip* in 24 hours. The 
C2kO from Roncervcrt to 
l^urbin took 100 cars of 
lumber, pulp and tanned 
bark, from Cass almost 
every day to Cxivington, 
Virginia and Luke Lake, 

Maryland Mr. Good, who 
was one of the engineers on 
this run for years 
reman hers the old supply 
car and tned to keep it with 
him as much as possible. 
There were so many people 
trying to travel from 
Spruce co Cass, it was 
dangrr«>u* riding on the k>g 
cars Thirteen were all they 
could haul and get through 
the switch bucks and they 
uvnj a brakeman for every 
two cars Hr said the 
supply car and log cars 
•ere overloaded with berry 


Mr Cxni'k wife scili 


days a u| 

windows on ih< 
fh»or of the 


> to 0* 
i* second 
boarding 


A Trip ’ 


lioiise. Mr Good told me 
that ihey put two and three | 
railroad engines together to 
plow the snow off the 
tracks. Mr. Good ran the 
lead engine and the snow 
came in the window of the 
engine so badly they had to 
stop and shovel the snow 
out of the cab. Mrs. Good 
said that during the snow 
storm they always had 
telephone connections 
with Elkins. The did run 
out of a lot of items to eat 
and had to bake biscuits 
three times a day. It was an 
experience of a lifetime. 
She only had bed room for 
14. and was stuck with 20, 
men and 2 women, and had 
to scratch the bottom of 
the barrel tor food. It lasted 
for a full w eek and they all 
made it out in fine shape 
From the talk on the front 
porch of the old Company 
Store of the Mower 


Lumber Company comes 
many a good story How 
well they are appreciated 
by the y»winger generation 
arvi the public is unknown 
One thing for sure comes 
to nail mind when you 


Some two week; 
grabbed my hat ai 
and headed down 
Randolph, Pen 
Grant, Hardy, Hai 
and Jefferson c 
toward Baltimore 
with a Mr. Lili 
prudent of the 
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could haul and get through 
the «u itch backs and they 
used a hrakeman for every 
two car* Me said the 
supply car and log i:ar * 
were overloaded with berry 
pt* kers In the summer and 
an awful lot of hunters 
during the fall and winter. 


Mr Oood't wife, still 
living in (.'ass. ran the last 
hoarding house at Spruce 
or (heat Junction from 

1941 l and entt was 
the last of the building* at 
Spruce C'hcat junction was 
the railroad junction 
hr tween Slaty Fork and 
Flktns The steam Malley 
erf the Western Maryland 


Railroad stopped for 
water, coal and orders. It 
»a% an enjoyable place for 
railroad workers to relax 

•rwf assemble history of 

.» rr, L %. • now* 

Cmnn« and fishing tn that 

am Mrs Good tells a true 
taory of a snow storm 
wrhsch is hard to believe, 
but dements of the same 
storm were here in 
Vrtstrr Spring* Our very 
own proolr of this town 
we re without water and 
tin Hum for oar week and 
pwufrfv from l pprrglwde 
aawf other parts of the 
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tn scratch the bottom of 
the barrel for ft*>d It lasted 
for a full week and they all 
made it out in fine shape. 
From the talk on {he front 
porch of the old (x>mpany 
Store of the Mower 
Lumber Company comes 
many a gotd story. How 
well they are appreciated 
by the younger generation 
and the public is unknown. 
One thing for sure comes 
to your mind when you 
mention Spruce, it surely is 
the coldest and highest 
place in West Virginia. 
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g»M, ana uu i*k* ua 
hunting and fnhlng in that 
•rrt Mr* Good tell* i true 
Mixv ot • mow storm 
whkh *% hard to believe, 
but dement* of the »«mr 
•form *rtr here In 
WeKtrr Spring Our verv 
iMrn ivot'lr of thi* ttmn 
•ere without water and 
electricity for one week and 
rev>f4c from Upperglade 
and t*her part* of the 
counfry *trr ude lined in 
Wrfoccr Sfxtrvtfi from 2 to 

5 dam The tune wa» 
Pccembcr 7. 1944 

4 I was in Germany 

at chat time. I recall talking 
to nuftr of our cm arm 
about their conditions 
during that particular week 
of K gpnc history Mrs 
Good laid It started 
laaaiat it 6 am 

rWamtvr 7. 1944 and 

to*~«U totocbtobt 11 JO 

mm If here on mowing for 
a aari gal they kept 
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A Trip To 

Some two weeks ngo, I 
grahhtxl my hat and coat 
and headed down through 
Randolph, Pendleton, 
Grant, Hurdy, Hampshire, 
and Jefferson counties 
toward Baltimore to talk 
with a Mr. Liliae, vice 
pe*'**‘dent of the Western 

Maryland Railroad in 
reference to a possible 
tourist train out of 
Webster Springs to 
Spruce, to Elkins, and 
possible connections with 
the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
The 1.2 mile linking tract 
would connect the Cass 
Scenic Railroad, the 
Western Maryland, and 
the C&lO and make service 
avaiUMr to tourists that is 
unbelievable If this should 
hri4«nc a reality instead of 
a dream. West Virginia 
could be the greatest 
«jurnf attraction of all the 
•cares in the nation 

l talked with Mr LiUac. 
who fa«e me only little 
mcuuraartnrni. however. 


hr dsdTwtrn to mv story. 


km to take 
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Page 11 

Bald Knob 

Spruce, through the scenic 
wonderland from Bergoo 
to Slaty Fork, to Spruce. 

We were honored to have 
Mr. Utterback, trainmaster 
of the Elkins branch, as one 
of our drivers. We were 
accompanied by State 
Senator Mr. Carl Gainer, 
who is also Senate 
Chairman of the Natural 
Resources Committee, and 
Mr. Bob Phillips, his 
Republican opponent for 
the upcoming election on 

November 3, 1970. The 
young, energetic teacher 
from the local Webster 
Springs High School, Mr. 
.Leroy Crislip, was with us 
as photographer, and he is a 
real good one. His pictures, 
on this trip, will be a credit 
to Webster County citiiens 
for the next generation. We 
were fortunate in the 
services ol Mr Phillip 
Bagdon of Alexandria, 
Virginia, an employee of 
Jim Comstock's and the 
''Hillbilly". This young 
man is just starting in 
i (tHimalism and. his first 
voir a* a waiter, photo* 
; graphrr. and newspaper 
y man He was highly 
, Continued On l v *gr 8 







K the V'*in|prr generation 
•nJ the t% unknown. 

Or»r thing for sure come* 
m rnur mind » Im ii yuu 
mrnnon Spruce, It surely l* 
rhr coIJtmi in*l highest 
plkv w VH rU Virginia 
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ar as a writer, photo- 
apher, and newspaper 
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Continued On Page 8 


l»>o* Iiim IuiiuI We were 
granted 1*1 mission to take 
a couple of railroad motor 
**us on A must 14, 1970 
from Wehater Springs to 
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iiicooum Drancn vaiiey wr wesi vugmw 

Aufusi 14 , 1 963 Virginia tags and they were less a homecoming among Valley is one ot the great 

Ounng tF»r pr<x.ct* of Mate cars—probably some the friendly people who farming ^ 

■undung and running a politic •»! parasite sponging migrated to the South Virginia. 
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A Trip To Bald Knob 


Continued From Page 7 This tourist attraction a 
recommended by Mr scenic train always loaded 
Comstock, and hr is. in my with people from through- 
opinion, one of the most out the United States, is a 
ciavucal writers on railroad spectacular of wonder As 
hi*torv to come down the tnc #7* a Shay relic of 
pike His writing, on this logging years, almost stalls 

trip, win be appearing in as t h cy approach the 

newspapers throughout steepest grade in the Cass 

West Virginia, and in due Scenic Railroad Tour, all 
time, throughout the aboard experiences a thrill; 
nation- providing he a thrill which the engineer 
doesn't become a second gives his customers and 

“Sheriff” Given and let his photographers every day. 

hat go to a sia* number 8 shrill whistle, a snow, a 
and want to run for r i n g G f smoke, a few hot 

Congress or move in on the cinders, all add up to a 
New York Times for his lasting memory to al 
first full time job. aboard. 

Mr ELO Parker, a good 

Poking, young track We all have certain da< 
uirerviaor was the driver *** ^ill always remember 
r the ocher motor car He Ma V** « was a churcl 
o a talented. slow, easy a foolb ? 11 

.peaking, conscientious, ^ Oo “ ^V. a keture i 

1 1 road mam. who high school or colfegc, a h 

v-6evr.i m tarrying out his contract, or a fist fight wit 

- ler* nmr Wc were lhc Honorable C urt Trcn 
w*y taking pictures, or a bad story you gave to 

■ .is* u*i looking for newspaper, or a good <m 

that this fine you failed to get pnntc 

gmtirman will nrvrr but Aiatust 14. 1970 w 

***h*t M assignment always be a day of lastu 
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C wirier. Mr C'rtalip. and 
the fine Young wntrr. Mr 
rhUip ha^lnn As we 
Ngnsg' the srutik, write 
the story. pound the 
tYprwfitrt Jig tkiimak 
|«pm. nnm. and the 
dRMUfy. make innumrr 
«klr aUffwiM call «aad 
ban the mabiigfii ud. wc 
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,,i rhr <>«•»•' mot.w »« r 

„ „ ..lrnrr. 1 . .U~-. ««v 

ztxa T.rx 

br?rr, v '«^ 

•“ -r!*gL£r chiT thj* fine 
timing tf«*n»Tcm«n w»H never 
^cepf another assiignmcnc 
fi*r * group of •W haPPV 
courista ♦celling photo- 

r>ep*rfment of 
Varural Rr»ourcrs was 
courteous enough to lend a 
helping hand One of their 
cid. Intemanonal. beat up 
trucks racked us up at 
Spruce me the foumey, 1.2 
miles over the old 
disbanded railroad of the 
Mowers Lumber Com¬ 
pany to old bctucc, and the 
4 miles throuah the 
swwa4sde mu) iwiwtm 
paradise ro Bel J Knob 

The tram loaded with 
t unati. belching smoke 
tru,m^ 0 x the tail srrucr. 
•msd a Mack uf clicking 


’he locuae trees some 
feet an the air (put 
’hrte ire Saturday cvenlna 

hf (rtvctn and 

h«*le*. I K C*4ven and 
fW Ihtckl This enframe 
ta (a» and Raid Knob was 
a dm si id hrsufy h wane 
n*-*l diktat r tnp kty e d 
^Undgdlkih lissM 
ea*«aiai «d *t«rf in 


We all have certain day 
»wv will always remember 
Mavis- l f was a church 
nervier. a football aame. 
election .lay. a lecture in 
hiuh school or college, a big 
contract, or* f»** *mht with 
ihr Honorable Curt Trent. 
or a bad »«*»rv V‘» u *» v ? to a 
nr wspaper, or a good one 
you failed to get printed, 
but August 14. 1970 will 
always be a dav of lasting 
memory with Mr. lytter- 
back. Mr. Parker. Mr 
Gainer, Mr Crtslip, and 
the fine young writer. Mr 
Philip Bagdon. As we 
regroup the words, write 
the story, pound the 
typewriter, dig through 
papers, notes, and the 
dictionary, make innumer¬ 
able telephone calls, and 
burn the midnight oil. we 
receive no pay and little or 
no local help. 


Too can do If trie or 

nothing by yourself 1 ask 

the people of Randolph. 

Pocahontas, and Wehster 
to help themselves and help 

sell the idea of a tourist 

train from Webster 
Springs to Bald Knob and 
from Elkin* to fkdd Knob 
We have to do something 

KvdffSSrS 

and down Elk River, the 
Salt Sulphur Wclb anJ 
Baths restored and a daily 
tourist train from Webster 

S*mgs to Bald Knob No 
iww man can oo amimog 
without the help (hr 
propkr I ask your help’ 
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which I 
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with * b 

- 

I a 

M * 
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brother. R K Given and 
Pit Muck) Thu entrance 
to C am and Raid Knob was 
a dream of brauty by %omc 
young architect, empkiycd 
Nr i »nrf and l>allv l« wa% a 
rm>numrni of grief in 
con«m*t»on. a paramount 
beauty for the tourlat. 


Salt Sulphur Well* ’ and 
Rarha reatored and a daily 
touriac rrain from Webster 

Sprinm to Bald Knob. Nri 
one man can oo any (mug 
without the help of the 
people I aak your help! 

.Sincerely, 

D.P "Sheriff" Given 


Asking Politicians To 
Consider Youth-CCC’s 


Cononunl From Page 9 

•nr human and logical, it 
wuld appropriate money 
and pH all these unem 
finnl people to work, 
Mbilkkni the flood to wt a 
of WV However. it m not 
(cWit that the federal 
gmrwnmt ta not gan| to 
fveauah the ipprtpniti- 
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youths It has been a new 
style of writing, like steak 
sauce poured over my 
fountain pen; like ketchup, 
mustard or lettuce on the 
burger It isn’t so. writtng 
style ts a dish by itself. (Jim 
C4*nstock — WV HiUbtlh) 

A good cook knows how to 
cotntunr cooking elements 
in the right amount at the 
right time with the r«ht 
utnisrirurr. so this writer 
and itt cm has gmtxl to 
nush aot%lm>Jitfitmo 

to put thr pditkliA Vi the 
m>ed In o«*Kk» 
tUn* .«i 111% 

and IN 
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The South Branch Valley Of West Virginia 


rr$m muh imaginary 

>op«» that he can 
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bnng at Jm* county. statr 
amt nance that could be 
moeded m the history 
hooka for the next 

fenerapon 

Aa Gnren Construction 
Company approaches the 
end of another contract 
(Umar Counry Memor¬ 
ial Hospital). 1 was 
requested to recruit some 
plasterers from the South 
Branch Valley of West 
Virprua. which is truly one 
of nature’s outdoor 
*>trndorv So with the help 
of my little yellow truck 
which has the windows 
broken. I was furnished 
with a brerar that told me I 
had been misting some¬ 
thing in all the years 1 had 
he*n traveling through 


Virginia tags and they were 
state cars—probably some 
ixtlmcal parasite sponging 
a night’* lodging. 

At 11:30 p m . I found 
myself on a moonlit 
night dnving down the 
Canaan Valley on State 
Route No. 32 to Harman. 
There was no traffic and 
my memory drifted back to 
r^cnr new* releases of 
millions of dollars for the 
development of a tourist 
mccca for that particular 
area. 1 remember a few 
years back when we were 
building the school at the 
mouth of Seneca—I rook 
the same ride in December 
during deer season and 
there seemed to be a tent 
pitched in every bend of 
the road with native 
citizens in quest of a deer. I 
drove real slow down the 
Allegheny Mountain to be 
sure of identification of a 
spot where a tractor trailer 
had wrecked and disposed 
of a trailer load of 
Campbell's Soup and well 
remembered a few voung 
boys seven or eight years 
old talking about the 


less a homecoming among 
the fnendly people who 
migrated to the South 
Branch Valley. 

Yesterday’s sounds and 
today’s in the unique South 
Branch of West Virginia, 
the sportsman’s paradise, is 
100 miles from city living. 
Yesterday's sounds were 
those of rhe fire cracking 
with smoke signals from 
the Senecas or Cherokees. 
and the Indian "wa” cry, 
along with the yelps of the 
dying wildcat just pieroed 
from the flint of the stone 
carved from the rock 
formations you now see as 
you roll merrily through 
the historic valley with a 
high powered engine at 
your fingertips listening to 
the commentators’ talk 
about the destruction of 
the world. 

Today the South Branch 


Valley ts one of the great 
farming region* of West 
Virginia The poultry 
convention (Chicken 
Pluckers) held yearly at 
Moo refield gives you a new 
look at industry. Poultry in 
the South Branch is big 
business and the Poultry 


festival in Ak* 
wav of ref ii 

Virginia their 


their customs and 


traditions. 


The Valle> remembers 
the McNeill Rangers; 
shares its oid style homes; 

displays its primitive 
anriq ues and civil war relics 
in the Petersburg Museum. 
Beauty is in the South 
Branch Valley; unique 
Smoke Hole and Seneca 
Caverns, and Lost Rivet 
State Park. It is a great place 
for sight-seeing and city 
sick vacation seekers. 
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What A Ride! 

• • • ' - ■*- e*- ►<-Airv three miles to Sari *°V 




Rji'r.in.t with a setlout 
crowd in wreck* in 

_ advwioi A (toairtc short 

{ rwru .'f the \t rbmtcr ndr on Friday. April 30. by 
F |Uahi.i4'F Scciwc Railroad 27CO achool children and 
I Wt *r rv • .vt rfw return (etcher*, the black billow* 

# *.;• from SImv Fork by w*v of smoke the whistle. the 
I ,v Cheat jutKtion to Sell—a recreation of the 
■ fWtw n at*i themtrrchanrr 19th century transports- 

* *- the OxMpeakr and non system 

I Ctiw? Raafroa/ and our The town was spruced. 
I naa. detonation—Cat*. The local people had spent 

I etth thetr tsmout twitch- much time and many hours 
I bds m*J 12^ mile* of and w*» well orpsiaed for 
a tvtf P»ki md urrquakd the big day when we could 
tool sranraetnme weather, ray. "welcome aboard the 
.-a>e« and outstanding -Sait Sulphur Special'." 



What A Ride! 



tar newly painted, cletn. 

distinctive open car loud* 
train headed by the world’* 
largest 100 ton Heislcr 
steam engine—people 
clamoring for teats, mtny 
taking their very fir* ride 
behind steam, a mixed 
variation of passengers, 
newsmen, radio and 
televiaion people, a 
sprinkle of real railroad 
buffs I approximately 40), 
civic clubbers, nature 
bvers, railroad executives. 
legislators, and state 
senators, all determined to 
yaw a real good time It 
tad been a big weekend for 
Webster County. The local 
people really had the "red 
carpet" out with local cvic 
organisation* presenting 
Webster County's state¬ 
wide nature tours, with 
lectures, bam dances, ramp 
feeds, and a foil three days 
of recreation foe ora ora of 
county and out of satr 
visitors. They had all 
enjoyed the train ride in 
many pictures and 
recordings of sounds of 
steam all along Elk Rivet 
from Webster Spring* to 
Slaty Fork. They iad 
listened to the "be« must*, 
in the world," the brass bell 
tinging, the whistle sounds 
of a ' whipporwill". the dry 
river, an echo as you pass 
through a gorge or deep 
cut. The foil steam ah«J. 
the photo rounds, a wfoHmg 
cloud of smoke and store, 
cameras clicking awa> 4 
rewarding justification for 
X'ebstrr County and n 



local gas station) amid 
congratulation* and tome 
serious doubts about 
future runa. The fog was so 
thick from Cherry foil* to 
Bergtx) you could cut it 
with a knife. At the 
creating one mile below 
Bet goo a few wkte faced 
c attle were grating 
gracefully. Only three 
short days ago their lives 
rails and heads were high in 
the air on the verge of 
stampede from the effect* 
of the steam, black billow* 
of smoke, and the shrill 
whistle of Hosier *6, for 
the crossing. I stopped it 
Horton's Store for a few fat 
Blue Ribbon cigars. He had 
sold cranpletely out to the 
tourists on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

By the time I passed thr 
°4 mine, the fog had 
cleared and there were 
many campers and 
fishermen all along the 
river l noticed one 
gendeman drinking water 
from a creek on the left- 
hand side of the rood. You 
could now see (he snow 
line* about half-wav up the 
mountains I passed a small 
cemetery below the road, a 
big brak deer was eating 


hardwood amber at 
white tail vanish 
continued up Elk 
the Pocahontas G 
late and head. 1 .win 


der the Western 
Maryland Railroad bridge, 
there is shout one inch of 
the slickest ice I ever 
encoraitrred on a highway 
Two house trailer* on this 
tide of tht bridge and a 
McCleen tractor jack¬ 
knifed an the other side 
The toad had been 
completely blocked; a state 
road grader, and a load of 
salt cleared the toad and 1 
journeyed on to the Slarv 
Fork Railroad yard "Doc" 
Carlaon had old Heisler ft 6. 
snorting, smoking, and 
stemming. They are shifting 
to the main tracks, getting 


"Cheat junction-andtmp 

at thr end of the hoardng 
house for water. On top of 
the water tank Uthnurfour 
tons of coal besides what is 
in the regular bin in 
preparation for our long 
journey to Casa. 

We leave Slaty Fork at 
9:35 a.m. with 200 lbs •of 
steam with whittles 
blowing everything, d full 
capacity. Some are in 
doubt whether we can 
make it up Mt. Airy with 
seven empty cars, a 
caboose and 13 people 
Stewart Swink. a r»« 
bralceman, loses his eg* 
draing the fir* 1,000 Set 




r»W*od. *h, i«, wloin ^ 

► 9'«*U •' 4 h, J\ wHfc i«tioni wp 10X 


Smi making train rkfc 
«wT» HfrtfZ WrMfT ws 

cn^w k^rmixd from rhr 

NMtfd Krvufvn rVp«rt- 
■am* and (hr Gass Scenic 
RaaArvwd on our maiden 
rvM ol (he Wfhiiff- 
Rank dr h Scenic Ratlrtad 
I> are now on (hr return 
rr hu m Sknr Foci by way 
of Cheat junction to 
fVrha ami (hr interchange 
to (hr Owiyrakr and 
i>mo RatlruaJ and our 
?4ai infmihoA-Cni, 
hnr famous midi- 
toil and 12M Min a/ 
tony grwdt* and uamjualrd 

BM» ad outstanding 


completed on ->aturday and 
Sunday, May 1 and 2. the 
maiden runt of (he 

Wehatrr-Randolph Scenic 

Railroad with a veil-out 
crowd fix weeks in 
advance. A fantastic short 
ride on Friday. April 30, by 
2700 school children and 
teachers, the black billows 
of smoke, the whistle, the 
bell—a recreation of the 
19th century transporta¬ 
tion system 

The town w as spruced 
The local people had spent 
much ome and many hours 
and was wrll orfmurd for 
(hr bat day when we could 
aay. “Welcome dxiar d (hr 
'Salt Sulphur Special* M 


out ran 
car nei 

distinct 
train he 
brgest 

steam 

caking i 
behind 

newsn 

televi 






What A Ride! 


cir newly painted, clean, I stop at Jimmy's Easo (a Airy, where 2 
distinctive open car tourist local gas station) amid under the W 

train headed by the world’s congratulations and some Maryland Railroat 

largest 100 ton Heisler serious doubts about there is about one 

steam engine — people future runs. The fog was so the slickest ice 

clamoring tor seats, many thick from Cherry Falls to encountered on a 1 

taking their very first ride Bergoo you could cut it Two house trailer 

hehind steam, a mixed with a knife. At the side of the bruit 

variarion of passengers, crossing one mile below McClecn tract* 

newsmen, radio and Bergoo, a few white faced knifed on the oi 

television people, a cattle were grazing The road hi 

sprinkle ot real railroad gracefully. Only three completely block 

buffs (approximately 40), short days ago their lives road grader, and 

civic clubbers, nature tails and heads were high in salt cleared the i 

lovers, railroad executives, the air on the verge of journeyed on tc 

legislators, and state stampede from the effects Fork Railroad ya 

senators, all determined to of the steam, black billows Carlson had old 

have a real good time. It of smoke, and the shrill snorting, smol 

had been a big weekend for whistle of Heisler #6, for steaming. They ; 

Webster County. The local the crossing. I stopped at to the main tnu 

people really had the "red Horton’s Store for a few fat 
carpet" out with local civic Blue Ribbon cigars. He had |: ~ ^ 

organirations presenting sold completely out to the I * 

Webster County’s state- tourists on Saturday and 
wide nature tours, with Sunday. 

n dances, ramp By the time l passed the 
feeds, and a full three days #4 mine, the fog had 
of recreation for our out of cleared and there w^re 
county and out of state many campers and Ir 

visitors They had all fishermen all along the » 

enjoyed the train ride in river. 1 noticed one 

many pictures and gentleman drinking water 

recordings of sounds of from a creek on the left- | 

•cram all along Flk River hand side of the road. You I 

from We barer Springs to couid now see the snow I 

''•an Fork Thc\ had lines about halt -wav up the L • ^C J 

Uftnnrd in the ’’br%i music mountains l passed a small w 


town was spruced, 
cal people had spent 
line and many hours 
a well iVfpnued tor 
dav when we could 
beicomr aboard the 
Sulphur Special’ ’* 









of 


.V <%»« m(lM St«fV 

bw> |OM 

| antd un Jrr thr Wntrtn 
J MM KUryWvi Railroad Srulgr. 
•Hoot thrrr to ■Knit oot Inch of 
thr *l*kr*f uf I 
Kill lt> rrvv'onrrrrvi on • highway 
I * Two houar trailer* on this 
\i thr taJr of (hr bridge ami a 
Sr*— McOecn tractor jack' 
n aKid kmfed on thr other *«dr 
• tmg Thr road had been 
Linyktih blocked. a state 
if mm rood gmirr. and a load of 
^n «nJi cleared the rood and I 
ir < « xTwnfti on to the SUry 

Rndroad yard "Doe" 
^ ^ Car non hod old Header #6. 

+* *1 l aamag smoking, and 
* *r «'*-«** They are shifting 
F*- m id fh main track*. grttmg 


• lor • *%•*■ Iw mwwMil 

"Cheat Junction" and atop 

at the end of the boarding 
house for water. On top of 
the water tank is about four 
tons of coal besides what is 
in the regular bin in 
preparation for our long 
journey to Casa. 

NXV leave Slaty Fork at 
9:35 a m. with 200 lbs.*of 
steam with whittles 
blowing everything, g> full 
capacity. Some are in 
doubt whether we can 
make it up Mt. Airy with 
seven empty cars, a 
caboose and 13 people 
Stewart Swink. a Cass 
brakcvmn. loses his pipe 
during thr first 1.000 feet 





9m • m ^ 







s-ri^SJ? fi‘, 







1 


—Only 86 Miles From Flatwoods To Cass— 



I •»***>’ *l 7 pan ffum ft** s'* ymriv lumio omeig A’ 
w .• i min m W\ I p«hu« rfir tippet end «»« tl» 
j Lr»*. IWs*f>v> Gitmrt. «nx*t. >.«i akr ihr Dyet 
■i atkl tt'rhwer llUthrMK'al Hill Road fo Braxton 
J n*« if the wrrk. anj Counts'* humitul mar 
» rwntvxS K*»agoodtimr ion, «hrU-pink r«d bfick 
i Par. «rfl buy an J rraJc health center. Next you 
The* h*»* hern at if *o long pa» the Momson United 
the* are no longer Methodist Church, block 

amateur* The* are all t«p instance, brick patio 

h*an» arid competition with four picnic table* with 
«i .*» another A ale. a hcnchei. a beautiful well ... ... 

•octal neat, a WV kepr cemetery amid an oak buildi 

hwoncai event by ihc real grove. a great setting for i 

naounainem of \HV country church. You 

You paa* Holly Gray journey 

ISrk. Braxton Counts '* 4- New* tile 

H Cub ground* and Tom Gi 

Braxton County's airport 
*»d heme of Sutton Lions 
Club and Braxton Count' 


R6cO Railroad pacarnger you are a hoat trader You the W 
train, from Clarksburg to po»* Thnmpaoa'i, HoUy Scrvio 
Richwood Next you pasa Hole compute. Thompson. «r«rt 
she High Knob Metb.Jiw a coal strippet and builder Store 
Church and cemetery built of Harrison County'* super Garag 
in 1890 and rebuilt in Bridgeport mall. I* a former Mud': 

1950-home church of Webster County native nght 

Braxton County'* honored You pas* the New Hope Hamr 
citiien Wilkie Dennison of Church of Diana, a Serva 
Co wen. farmer, cotr.mun- people'* church paid for buck 
ity newspaper reporter, and erected by the cmxns State 
of Diana When you stop at on \ 
Although a stone's throw Bruffy's Store foe gas and Head 
from the Mount Hebron oil. you turn the comer and Web 

United Methodist Church you are onStaw Routes 15 bank 

on the Corlcy-Caress and 20, and the Webster Rod 

Road, he hitch-hikes or Springs Turnpike, and see a 

_ . walks the I Vi miles an the Cool's Country Store and teas. 

the WV oId Braxton Turnpike to the Diana Post Office. Mini 

d narrow B* s home church a- High opposite Baul Cutlip'* the 

Knob You post Andcr- hometown park Mr wea 
_*° n ’* Taxidermy Mr Cutlip takes great pride in inch 
| Anderson is really a his job as park supenn- sc he 

I carpenter. I don’t know tendent You are now 26 all 


go downhill to get into past the Go-Man \*h 
Webster Springs and uphill serves delicious sandwi 

to get out. c*. Charlie Skidraui 

You arc r*jw 35 miles on Servce Station. FoodL 

vour 86 mifcs to Cats. You and Jimmy's Exxon 1 
arc in Webster County, pass the entrance 
Webster Springs, county Parcoal. Barton. Pardee 

seat; 559 square miles. Curtin Lumber Comf 
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—Only 86 Miles I 


Continued From 1*»H C 1 
Ukr Ripley’* Believe It or 
Noe U«iaP"*. trucking and 
milling U the chief 
ujhtevt h t» the MKial 
fathering place tor farmers 
«riung timber Sometimes 
tho go back to the horse 
wvj buggy days. cross cut 
tin. horse* instead bull 
Jeerrv and trains instead 
of trucks arui tractor 
trader* Copr* Restaurant 
» fufi of hardworking. 

pmfic and a food 
riser to stop fee a country 
mni at roastmahir prices 
W you are tni crested in 

itiyw, saop at Tommy 
(mni Auction Houar 
TVn m*h*t rwry Sscunky 


maht at 7 p m. from five V’» Y«rl V W- 
countie* in WV: Upshur, the upper 
Lewis, Braxton, Gilmer, airport, yoi 
and Webster. It is the social Hill Roac 
event of the week, and County* 
every body has a good time. °° n <*hell- 

Thev sell, buy and trade. health cer 
They have been at it so long *• 

they are no longer Methodist 
amateurs. They are all top entrai 
business and competition with tour \ 
to one another. A sale, a benches, a 
social event, a WV kept ceme 
historical event by the real fFciv** a g 
mountaineers of WV country 

You puss Holly Gray journey 
hirk. Braxton County's 4- NcwvilW 
H Club grounds and Tom G 

Braxton County's airport togging v 

and home of Son on Lions great tft 

Club and Braxton Count- Midland 





6 Miles From Flatwoods To < 


pm fn>m fivr v*» yearly homecoming. Ar 
t U \ ('|'%huf, the upprr cml of rhe 

•kt.vi i '• timer, import, you rukr the Dyer 

, - . • . v. - mI J Ml Road t.> Braxton 

rhr *T«-i and County 1 * beautiful mar 

iron. «hr!l pink ml brick 
Kit and trade health center. Next you 
rrrihtv'ltyy pw the Mormon United 

no lonfcr Methodist Church, black 

TSr« arr ill tup entrance, brick patio 
i ». w;trtirx'n with tour picnic tables with 

Vr A v».e a benches, a beautiful well- 
t vi \ kept cemetery amid an ook 
“nr svr rra: grove. a great setting for a 
•a try .. hurt h You 
>iv, Gray journey on past the 
l Cnon'» 4- Nkwefl* Road, home of 
• ’ v ‘* * n ^ Tom Gillespie, farmer, 

srs i aiiTvrt logging contractor and a 
R—— t«na great step on the WV 
wr 4 ,x -' f MdlinJ Railroad narrow 



gauge passenger train, also 
B&O Railroad passenger 
train, from Clarksburg to 
Rich wood. Next you pass 
the High Knob Methodist 
Church and cemetery built 
in IH90 and rebuilt in 
1950"home church of 
Braxton County's honored 
citizen Wilkie Dennison of 
Co wen, farmer, commun* 
ity newspaper reporter, 
builder of fiddles. 
Although a stone’s throw 
from the Mount Hebron 
United Methodist Church 
on the Corley-Caress 
Road, he hitch-hikes or 
walks the 1 Vi miles on the 
old Braxton Turnpike to 
his home church at High 
Knob. You pass Ander¬ 
son’s Taxidermy. Mr. 
Anderson is really a 
carpenter. I don’t know 
how he ever wound up 
being a saviour for big game 
hunters. You approach 
Holly Junction headwaters 
of the Sutton Dam. where 
both forks of Holly tome 
together Six years ago. a 
railroad huh and busy 
Jrr** when the narrow 
gugr passenger train out of 
Wcmter Springs made 
connection with the BCaO 
(WMengrr tram* out of 
Rich wood to l krkshurg 
ll la now underwater and 

kaa«*k. a... i—i — 



to spend the afternoon if 
you are a boat trader. You 
pass Thompson’s, Holly 
Hole campsite. Thompson, 
a coal stripper and builder 
of Harrison County’s super 
Bridgeport mall, is a forme- 
Webster County native 
You pass the New Hop 
Church of Diana, 
people’s church paid fc 
and erected by the ctOzer 
of Diana. When you stop i 
Bruffy’s Store for gas ar 
oil, you turn the comer ar 
you are on State Routes 1 
and 20, and the Webst 
Springs Turnpike, ar 
Cool’s Country Store, ar 
the Diana Post Offic 
opposite Basil Cutlij 
hometown park. V 
Cutlip takes great pride 
his job as park super 
tendbnt. You are now 
miles on your way to 
^6-mile trip to visit 
Cass Scenic Railroad, an 
miles out of Web« 
Springs, sometimes ca 
Punic Hole because 
Webster’s three 
mountains: Miller, ft 
and McGiare. You hav 
go downhill to get 
Wehurr Springs and uf 
to get out 

You are now H rruir 

yi*ir V* milr* to Cm* 


are in Wcfwtrr Com 
U rtwtrf Scvim. COU 



<W Mayor 


t woods To Cass 

W w ~ Ml.Inc 


r cratn. •!*»’ 
I pff iy 1 
,rl*N*ry *«* 
t n*u p*** 

l KmN 


irbtfk Mi 
► h,w*»rrd 

n nm«i4 


iTiT 

r^i 

Hrfuon 
i M 

san «M 


miNrr 

ttlr 4 
Mfc I 


ft! ,!«*• «h» *"T"y.,u 

VOW •** * rt . 1 -lolly 

Il.*-!.n.,-..c rhomnon. 

t ,,mI *tr»i*f' rr and builder 
FbrrtaonCounty'••uper 
IVnknT 0 ** mall. I* * former 
UrUter County native. 

jvo* the New Hof^e 
Church of Puna. • 
profile *S church paid tor 
Mvi erected by the cirtjrn* 
c^r^ru NX hen you slop at 
fVuftv's Score foe gas and 
tdL you turn the comer and 
* cu are on Srate Routes 15 
kvJ *0. and the Webster 
Sp<m<* Turnpike, and 
QroTs Country Score, and 
thr Ptan* fV« Office, 
offuutr Basil Cut lip’s 
hometown park Mr 
Oilp cakes great pride in 
haa fob m park aupertn- 
amdrnt You are now 26 
mIo am your way to the 
V> matt mp to visit the 
(aa Vma Radroad. and 9 
— k rt out oi Webster 
V»#» a sa rnmn called 
Hukr hrxauar of 
irkriffr’i three big 
m Mdktv. fNant 

MKaor You hut* to 



,he (lack Fork Rid*'. *>." 
,!«• left i» IV.. Skidmore • 
Sffvkt- Station, across the 
street the WV Liquor 
Store and Chevrolet 
l Mirage At the stop light is 
Murl’s Restaurant Turn 
right on 15 South is 
Hamrick’s Restaurant and 
Service Station. You come 
hack to the stop light, take 
State Route 20 and you are 
on your way to Valley 
Head. You pass the old 
Webster Springs Hotel, the 
honk, turn right at the Sears 
Roebuck Store, and you 
see an excellent motel with 
reasonable prices, the 
Mineral Springs Motel. On 
the left is City Hall, a 
wealth of information 
including a full list of high 
school graduate pictures of 
jII Wutar Springs High 
School, before consolida¬ 
tion You rum around, 
come back to Sears 
Roebuck and stop, enter 
the Court House lawn, and 
hrlp yourself to natural salt 
sulphur water, which tome 
say taaics like rotten eggs 
You conttnur south on aO 
just thr lao-Mart which 
trim delicious sandwich 
rs, Charlie Skidmore's 
Voir Stamm, hsxflmd 
and )mim, V k cun You 
pass the entrance to 
hnual. iWr.ei iWiiw As 


OnVy 

Continued From Pa 

Randolph County, p 
tion 28, 734 and 

miles 1,046.34. he 
Guy Kump, great gr 
of 1935 and Wally 
1960. How man- 
historical points is 
nationally for thi 
state Forest Festi 
yearly, the first 
October when Ja 
has turned the 1 
brown, auburn r 
you know winter 
way. 

You come t« 
Head, you turn 
219 and Scenic 
#55. one-halt i 
pass the Vail 







tr *\ lv • K A, y tHI arr now 2e* 
kmnr rrnc*rnl » tKr 

nvimi up mile* *'* ri V®" V » 

i — S mt. IUilr<wl. ... I« 

nd>«m mile* ••«« ■ >• 

mmrtttnn * 


•ppr.w« h ('•••Nf 
f*Jw*«rr* mile* « 
m. » hrrr N'ongr* 


rr» mrwrrr . 

«, ruatc Ho*. 

v | MVhiirr t l nn*r I'lK 

J Km MMNM®* Millet. l.-mt 
iw*e.— and MrC iairr You have to 
RKMiitf p Jirnnhill to get into 
m*Jr \l rKwr Springs and uphill 
r WbO Id get .nit 
■ut o# Vow arc mm 15 miles on 
t^ mile* to C-**a You 
rt *J orr »n Webster County. 
rm o 'Acfsurr Spring*. county 
wK. wj uarc nulo , 

t\»r-^n«on leu than 

9J^. Moot ( i»>«nJri 
X *» • (^o». • small town with 

*■*!** down id earth people A* 

Ifim roumart the or. j- 




r r . 


V 

: .rt 


unulunte pictures of 
mII Weshter Spring High 
School, before con soli da- 
tlon. You turn around, 
come back to Scars 
fWbuck and atop, enter 
the Court House lawn, and 
Mp yourself to natural salt 
sulphur water, which some 
' rt V ta*tcs like rotten egg* 
You continue south on 20 
ju\t the Cjo-M art which 
Mrrven delicious sandwich- 
c», Charlie Skidmore's 
Service Station, Foodiand 
and jimmy's Exxon. You 
pass the entrance to 
Pbrcosl, Barton. Pardee 6c 
Ourun Lumber Comp any 

bradauirtm, then Hinpm 

a weft known fumhrr and 

coal town. You continue 

across Point Mountain. 

always fresh air, fog and 
cool nights through June. 
July, August and Septem¬ 
ber. You stop at the 

country store and post 
office at Montervillc. 
Gatrway to Pickens, and 
Helvetia, where Dr 
Cunnmgham. treated a lost 
cause kn leprosy, and The 
Kmi Place, i new skt tsethrs 
for Webster l^ounry 
You art now in 
Can*m*a iV. P^r IS 




Only 86 Miles To Cass 


M 26 7M mJ **ju»rr 
|.0«6 y* Home at 
Cm Kmr. prt( 
a 1915 m*i Walls Ebm'n. 
jfleO Ho» wm great 
^rtrual pons is know n 
(■(axial-' tor fhr yearly 
gate Forest Festival held 
tear , the tint week in 
October when Jack Frost 
ha* tuned the leaves to 
brown, auburn reds, and 
puu know winter is on to 
my 

You come to Valley 
Head, you turn south on 
219 and Scenic Highway 
*55, ooe-hal/ nule, you 
pass the Valley Head 


Restaurant, and Mingo 
named after the Indian 
tribe A number of Indian 
statues are scattered 
throughout this area and 
they hold a yearly Wool 
Festival. You cross the 
famous Cheat Mountain, 
11 miles to a sign pointing 
to Snow shoe. You stop at 
the Big Spring Restaurant 
and Store, and Ski Bam, 
Gateway to Snow shoe and 
Silver Creek ski ranges and 
the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
You take secondary route 
9, : .4 mile passing the Big 
Spring Presbyterian 
Church. You will sec about 
10-12 horses in a field 
which belongs to the 152- 


room motel located at the 
Gateway to Snowsboe and 
Silver Creek ski ranges. A 
sign says Whistlepunk Inn. 

6 miles, you continueonto 
thorny Flat Road, 
secondary rock base, 1/3 
crossing Cheat Mountain, 

7 miles to Buck Mt. Road, 
secondary 1V£ miles to 
Cass You have now 
completed the 86 miles 
from 1-79 Flatwoods in 
Braxton County, to 
Pocahontas County, and 
Cass. You arc ready tc nde 
the Cass Scenic Railroad, 
which schedules, price of 
tickets, and other 
Information appears in this 
paper. 




The Country Store 
And Loafers Gawk! 


December 29. 1965 
Jan-iary 1966 has rolled 
around and one should be 
writing about thrhutorf « 
1965. but somehow l 
wander to Camp Camar 
where farmers gather to 
butcher I haven’t been 
over this faU. therefore l 
have no fresh sausage at 
baccn and the liver we used 
to throw awTiy 
the last a me 1 helped 
butcher, someone sakr-. 
a t W*«t m« essence 


years later. I would he s 
member of the West 
Virginia Legislature, 

writing ncwHi4>^ i 

appearing on TV and 
radio—much less running 
for Congress 

Par be it from me to tty 
and turn back die da*. 
Civilised men mane 
We nevet stand 
Travel by TM 
Bc«emg }<* Iwm N«* Y « k 

a,London*eight wutvl 

„.vrWd this ye* 







Only 86 Miles To Cass 


Restaurant, arui Mingo room motel located m 6* ' 

named after the Indian Gateway to Snowshne mj 
tribe A number of Indian Stiver Creek ski rangr* A 
statues are scattered sign says Whtatlepunk Inn. 
throughout this area and 6 miles, you continue on to 
they hold a yearly Wool thorny Flat Road. 
Festival You cross the secondary rock base. 1/3 
famous Cheat Mountain, crossing Cheat Mountain. 

11 miles to a sign pointing 7 miles to Buck Mt Road, 
to Snowshoe. You stop at secondary 1V$ miles to 
the Big Spring Restaurant Cass. You have now 
and Store, and Ski Barn, completed the 86 miles 
Gateway to Snowshoe and from 1-79 Harwoods in 
Silver Creek ski ranges and Braxton County, to 
the Cass Scenic Railroad. Pocahontas County, and 
You take secondary route Cass. You are ready to nde 
9, W mile passing the Big the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
Spring Presbyterian which schedules, price o! 
Cnurch. You will see about tickets, and othei 
10-12 horses in a field information appears in this 
which belongs to the 152- paper. 


.'A. 734 «vj 

pun 34 home ol 

On kwmp C*r** governor 
cl |9H WaHv Rsrrun. 

Fi*w many great 
|itmai pomes u knimn 
< for thr vearlv 
ov Fomr Festival held 
for if thr first week in 
Otobrr when Jack Frost 
toa tumrd the leases to 
boss, auburn reds, and 
fca know winter is on its 


You come to Valley 
Head. you turn south on 
219 and Scenic Highway 
*55. one-half mile, you 
pas* the Valley Head 






I The Country Store 
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The Country Store 
And Loafers Gawk! 


fVsvmhrr 2V. IV*>5 

Iwuih has rolled 

»r\« mvI and onr should he 
«tmn| about the history of 
|%5. but tom chow l 
»«nJrr to Camp Cac*ar 
«hrre farmers gather to 
htdirt I haven't hern 
(Met this fall, therefore I 
Si.e no fresh sausage or 
hanm and the liver we uard 
Ip th r o w tsav I remember 
tW last tt me I helped 
b^duv, kVMonr askrd 
par 4 f haJ aov csacme 

that made 

(•an) Mt from my father's 
gMwrai mate We bod 

•Jh r^ r Mfihm tou aalrd 
hat fman hoaacafasm to salt 
injk ami fresh «famtU I 
Nah is n«sJ thr farmers 
I |tinr nhath <sw oar«i 
Lim. Hal bou^h 

pma i Uak am m» 


years later, I would be a 
member of the Weit 
Virginia Legislature, 
writing for newspapers, 
appearing on TV and 
radio—much less running 
for (Congress. 

Far be it from me to try 
and turn back the clock. 
Civilized men make 
progresa. We never stand 
still—we travel by 707 
Rneaig Jet from New York 
to London in eight hours l 
traveled this year from 

Oregon in ft* hours. This 
country »» on the move and 
(hat** as g should be 

The modern atore 
today—you stand r> Ime. 
grab a cart, whitbant 
around in a maze of 
grurrrsrv fitting your cart 
as you go—everything » 
alivaJy paskaged You 
** as <iet k ami you samJ 
m Ime ggatn a» V *» 

The nniag ** 

•skeg the 

Mm t^amlr-eydthan 





•M* ttrrn rrr+n «fwrmrw i 

trmlh tnicfftd fhr hfmm 
I knf« »hHf» onr u«rd 
invft^ut. Mmi HHKh (N 
fr win'< Mule muI men 
•■««nan who used • miff mJ 
hm» they trusted me with 
ihrst ami ft They 

ki»f* I •ouMn'i fell 
r4ar law rmn h they 
«SMal at what kmd 

fc **a fdr aaa n t to srtvr 
tbt tarmrr —to take hts 
'«* ***wng. Mat apple - 
a vw hsnramcd and bartered 
«rJ thr farmer got what he 
•snted in the exact 
Winking in the 
during hsgh school on 
Na*-.rdav» ww» a pleasure 
TVr» *1 war* asked me 
«b«Nl kwtfcall and whs I 
pWr«d iMch a %*1 K game 
tVr aoniffl came by 
korerh^i with a udevsd 
Mr t always put the 
p tartars un the ttdr&addlc 
Ml hai fx r d the w.erven get 
kn .ai. uiualv (aiatnt the 
haw • tail lo make sure 
•'*< • 0* i p*d start. never 
Jt ww u wg that tamnkv 


wmxqary 

around in a maze 
groceries, filling your cart 
•• you go —everything is 
already packaged. You 
•er ve as clerk and you stand 
m line again tn pay. 

Thf young Kir I* arc 
walking the streets with 
Nile, P*nk, and purple hair. 
My. how times h avc 
changed I think HI get a 
*ig -my hald head grtr 
cold during winter. 

Women wear starp~ 
pointed high-heeled shoes 
which arc certainly not 
built for comfort—looks 
like some women need to 
use a pencil sharpener in 
order to get their toes in the 
shoes. 

They’ve moved the 
hemline on women's 
dressed up a notch and it's 
the style to show the 
kneecap This doesn't 
make the women more 
attractive—it amply makes 
the street corner loafer 
gawk! 








■fe 


jSoqii-^. US 

kutM/** 3bo$jL 3 #^, . 

£U*«k , ft**, tv 
>, ££ Hf/ + 7H /f# ' 

> 4 $) uJtfy fyuU\fJik&' 

$4 l$ff W*'& J2C 
J&MjtMj 


^ v\* 


$% ^ 


j 


$* 0 »$ 

H 


ipyf' 


1 <ss 


r 












Another Railroad 
Paper Has 
Come And Gone 


Arvuthrt all time rail- phone number is b47- 
tvnd «ouwnter ol class 5841. 
destitution has been For years I have adopted 
pnnfnl and in circulation the philosophy of fun, 
tVn» time has come and endeavoring to work at and 
*>nr »fui i% said is said, riving to show others the 
s«d what is done tads aw In funny side of life, because 
tfcai the closing of a there ts so much sadness, so 
hw tnu< radmsd lumber many heartaches and so 
wampum »• drd*catrd to many other duties that take 
•airuafti buffs and West up your time. I have used 
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No* r its sevemh yea'. the T owr WoVs popu only 
cooTwestogrow This seasons^JKle. Phi Bogdon. 
was &«en by the Cass history bug back m 1965 on 
his second visit to ’he CSRR; his grasp of the true his¬ 
tory" « maghttul ond enterla ning The 1996 tour is 
based on personal research, wt hout reference to 
previous town wok prescnfcrcns 


Cass: A Work-in-progress 



When the mi l closed n 960. the tow property - 
os wen as ’he plant hself- fe I nto the bonds of an 
off-shool organization, Don Mower Lumber Co 
which continued to rent company houses until 
1977 It has token years to roach the current level o" 
renavafon end certainly. much work sill 
remains The first fhre horses to be rented os cob 
Ins were opened in 19£4. sidewalks and fences 
were rebuilt during 1986-87 

AM photos except frorf cover by Philp bogdon 


Refeences 


A large 1817 Orient pholosrapn. found in lha rear or the 
Casa Country Store. Is the Beat ©n-aite visual refer¬ 
ence Further aludy ol Caaa, ertd luntoer mi* towns n 
general is ava «bia va tha tollowtng publietotone (han¬ 
ded <r stores adjacent to the depot) 


On Beyond LeXherbeik The Casa Saga 
Roy 8 Darkson. McClain Pubtaheg Co.. 
Paraons: 2 rdpnn»rg. 1994 
Cass: A Brief Htslory And Guide To A Lumber 
Company Town; Gaorga Delfca. Casa, 1989 
Tumult On The Afourtataa Lumbering r West 
Vuorie. 1770-1320; Roy B Clarkson, McC a n 
Publishing Co. Parsers 9th porting, 1992 
Se*du*l In Yours Eyes. W E Blackhurat [a novel* 
McCla.n Publishing Co. Parsons. 5th printing. 1993 



Cass Town Walk 


In 1981, 96 strumites horn were o'oeed on the 
Knhonal Rcg.tferof Hfc»or.cd Places For 58 Vila's 
ending In 1960 Cass was a company town vrfwse 
•esdents woke to o steam whide The sound of 
sows and '•og'cnce ol treeMy-cut sow eg? were 
almost ever-present ospec-s ol Me to the towns 
population ,which during Iho peak years cl lum¬ 
bering. 1906-1920. was almost 1,600V 
The Cass saga began In Aodl 1899 when .ohn G 
lufce. a prndod al The Wust Vug.no Pulp 6 Paper 
Co. bought 13* acres of bottom and bon toed 
former Jacob Gum Two yecn later, this property 
wos conveyed to o start-up venture - Tim West 
Virginia Spruce tumber Co. - for ’he site ol its mill, 
town and operating base Mne ynom hence. 
WVSLbcCo was obsortood by Pup 8 Paper" In 
1942. the Chcflestan-bosed Mow*' lumber Co. 
acquired ihe town as part ol a lock, slock and bar¬ 
rel deal lor the mill, railroad and lond hoi lings 
Ongraky known as leal her bark Ford, dinng 'he 
period just prior to the coming of tmtoerng there 
were fee* small farms totaled when# ..ass and 
East Cass Hirst called Brooklyn! would unse The 
lawn's name wos given sometime during or before 
May '900 in hono' of a Pennsylvanian fo saph * 
Cass, who scid Ns paper md to the Luka orgom- 
njrion n 1699 Cass (1868 19381 wenl on to seme 


Cass Scenic Railroad Star* Park 

Coss. West Virginia 












Cass Scenic Railroad Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


t 


i 


d 


£.1 


HoumI 

'n 
POI 
to 
i*» Til 
**kj\ 
NT T 
f* 


Explore an old lumbar mill town built between 1901 and 1908 



pa* til ; 


r»f/gi ■ 


Th* ‘Big Store' plus specialty shops, 
‘Museum Row’ and more . .. 

A former Company Store Complex 
Ceu County Store (Stale Park Gill Shop), 
The Lest Run Restaurant, Pocahontas County 
Tourvn Commission Into Stand, Cass Wildlife 
Museum. Cass Historical Museum 
B Cass Showcase 
C Country Crelt Junction 
D. left/ s Barber Shop 
E. Something Special. Ltd, 
c Bear Essentials Tea & Spice Shoppe 
G Westvaco forestry house Exhibit 
H Shay Inn Bed & Breakfast 


War t terrugated sheer metal Irom Fori Meade, 
Marytondused for the 1920 m* bofer house as well os 
•he hoy/grain ttxoge tarUrty Hodov's Cass Showcase) 


State Park Lodging 

There are currently 13 houses - 12 in Uptown and one in the old 
company's management section - rented as park cottages for 
overnight and extended stays. (Numbered boxes) 

Unrsetored Dwellings 

Slated for eventual renovation are 20 company houses; these are 
scattered about town anc were in the worst shape when the Stale 
commenced renovalon of the town. Rotted porches have been 
removed and roofs stabilzed. (Clear boxes) 

Private Residences, Misc. 

There are 11 houses occupied by state park employees and a lew 
old-time residents (Dark-shaded boxes) Additionally, there is a 
house used by Park Housekeeping, one that accommodates vol¬ 
unteers ol Mountain Stale Railroading & Logging Association, and 
one privaloly-owned (Light-shaded boxes) 


>d re S Actions ant the only sources of restrictions 
tor locW/uso or prop ran portIcipot 
s West Virginia DtJson ol Natural Re- 


Town Walk Highlight* 

1 Pocahontas Supply Company 
2. S B. Nethk.n Co Meat Mvica* 

• now Post Otic*| 

3. Original comoany ©Ilea buMmg ve 
4. Csss Hotel I Mountain Inn I Twm Shop 
5. Front Row (no street unlit 1925-26) 

6. First church (now Community Cartier) 

7. Mason c Building 
8. Latter-era company gasge 
9 City Council Chamber & Mayor s Office 
(tep door); overnight lockup (basement) 

10. Lower Alley (missing many structures) 

11. The Pen Cmitking cow lari’) 

12. Company garage site 
13 'Uptown Cass' - Luke Street to south 
enc ol Company Properly (just right ct »t5 
on map); 'labor lotce' (ami/ residences 
ic Site of first schoolhouse [1901-1908) 

15. Odd Fellow’s Lodge Hall and '5&10' 
Kanes Grocery Store I now storage 
16. Emory Street; Named for Emoty P. 
Shatter, the Big Boss 1900-1933 
17. Methodist Ep scopal SouthChuxh (1927) 
18. Spruce Street - The Back Rows’ 

19. Site of second schoolhouse (1906-1915) 

20. General Manager's residence, 1933-1960 

21 Ascent of Big Bug Hill 
22. Dr. Uriah Hannah’s cilice, 1913-1943 
23. Doctor’s home. 1902-1943 
24 Pocahontas Hospital / first E.P. Shafler 
residence / Boarding House 
25, Luke House / second E.P Shafler 
residence t ’Clubhouse’ (1933-1960) 

26. Horse bam stone foundation 
27 Aerial walkway’ inexact replica 
28. Site ol S.B. Nelrikin & Co. ice plant 
29 Company hay and grab barn (1919) 
30. Company Store rata I coat bins 
31 R etail coal scale shed 

I Easl Cass logger's entertainment zone’ 

(a k a Brooklyn. Hell’s Acre) 

IL ’Big School House' (twit 1915-16) 

III. Slab Town company section - dwe^nga for 
subsidiary's extract plant. 1914 1925 
IV Boh Link HI - once an ancbve of tetea 
Hungary and Russian lamiles. or about 
17 prlvataiy-ownad nouses, cne survives 


Coss, West Virginia 
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TV fere jhop butt in 1901 was single-Ucck ond capo 
4 bteafMrwang two tocor-otoes imuiljneous/y il w« 
- -o< r*pk>:e<l m eorty 1923 by c sgrthconlly lorger group- ng 
^connected structures To CSRflera roltons. ovfiheod 
'Oil ( W^dr*wn nochncrv cndtour encodes ofduttermcde 

,w.- ShopNo 2 afan too beloved old fnend 


lafe. great shop 0923-72) 


sst 


Vy/gr* 


■V r-oar factor »i lepfaong The 190) shop was West 
•Vjm: fJc & Paper Co J ordering of Mo 12. a monster 
Ooss C 5hoy 1154 km :s boil) by lino locomotive 
Wy»s. Appcrertly dearcnce prohibited access ilwis 
tootagtoierade 

TV 1922 btaze which leveled the bond sow and plcnng 
"* srjnrfxortly detoyec completion ol the new shop 
and toundry/pctftam house compter By the time work 
Vd returned, the (as) ot numerous tower s ladders hod 
Ver ocquaed. thus, os completed, the north bo» s 
'**** sported cpaaoi 2$ tool doors to occomrao- 
oole these steam powered high-toad logging devices 
TV •«> year shop was bolt ol the some surpkn Wcrid 
»Jor J corrugates she* metal from fort Meode. 

'T' *” ** "* **** h<**e o* well os 

N Vy/grom storage tor lit, liodoys Coss Showcase) 


Ruins of the big Cass Mill 



The 1071 v«en er.owe the south ora ot the -ago rr.II 
complex with CAO tracks lit letl lorogtcund The Hoot¬ 
ing storage buWnas aurvwtrg bock lira wall is vis b e 
or the ngfrt s bo at the structure closest to the backs 
First ot me complex to go was the end ol the planing 
m l {at right;, witch collapsed in 1974 



Ml pnctn b» *><4p 809Sen 
Shown above is the 'short side ol the doubli bandsaw 
rs as It asoeered 24 years ago. The carriage ran 
back and lorth on (9 shotgun 'serf ('eft bteg-ouno) 
with the band saw itself formerly e tualeo in middle 
heme Fire levied the ben da aw mil’ in 19B2. lour 
years earfcer me pianrg mil: ard flooring storage build 
mgs went up m smoke 

Phi Bagdon. CSHR Stale Parka Seasonal Historian 
and 32-year veteran ol the Case Experience had org 
tun while exploring and photographing the mil com 
pie* between 1P74 and 1976 Looking back somewhat 
in horror he -s bankful not nave bought tna farm' by 
la'ling through a soft, rotted I oor. 


Statemani o I C:«r* RaganCrtg The Equal Cppertunty 
To Use FadUliee and P»t>opats In Picgraraa 

bit the pofcyctltw West Vrgnta Oukllon ct Natural 
Bssourteib prcMde hlodan. cccorirxxal-ars 

mx. roce rotor ege reiglcn. nc!ar-loOgn. odEsary 
Proper Icensoi logWrolion ond tompl^vyo wlh atlkJol 
a*» one regsisiians or* the orV> roues* at raimlors 
tor to:*** u» or program perXripo-oi 
the WniWglno OWtoion of No-urol Bcioxcat 


Cqss Shop & Wore 

Top Of The Morning Tout 
Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour P M 

loco motive repoit and maintenance require- 
menls ol o steam rairood cal for not or*/ a 
weli-equ^tped facilty but also an exper«nc»a 
shop staff The Coss Scenic Roiroaa is blessed 
with tolh Throughout the year there « ocftvity 
here dumg the off season, rood crew per¬ 
sonnel - conductors, engineers and txerren - 
join the tegular shop employees to comprise a 
14-mxi workforce 

With former Western fAarytard No 6 IIhe last 
Shaybuih and second larges' cut-shopped by 
Lima locomotive Wotksf. Hndly oul atler over 
30 months of heavy repair, work has just start 
ed cn a replacement flue sheet toe the oldest 
Coss Shay, No. 5 Ibuilt In 190SI Upcoming pro¬ 
jects include a new boiler lor Heisler No 6. ond 
■from ground up' renovation of Ckmax No 9 
Today’s shop was placed into service during 
976. four years alter fire destroyed IV 1923 
complex The ad|acent cor shop was erected 
in 1973 lo meet the interim repair needs 
There's more io the Top Of The Morning Tour 
and Behind-the-scenes Shop Tow. PM than 
tusl an interpretation of the shop: the saga of 
locomotive repair is part M a walking tour 
wftch includes a look ol the mil ruins and an 
array ol motive power on I he yard's dead Ine 
Pie use refer to This Week fit Cass ~ available 
in brochure term at the depot Wtet ortce - lor 
the pork's schedule All sipplemenlary pro¬ 
gram are offered free of charge 


Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

Cass, West Virginia 
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Comp Shanty Display 


Aerial loa Skiddina 


Coss- Where History Games 


Coss Scenic Railroad . Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


A grand haritoga in a modern wrapper: The Coss Shops 


s *nf a pnxved Iwe vtxi ore osked to watch your step ard keep labs on all small children! 
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presses. shaper. threodtog motfJre. 
rood a in drill bond hockscw. 
•erica I rrvllrg mochine. ek 
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Shoy No. 5 
£hop Track No 2 


What's 

in 

the 

Shop 


^tO-*on overheod cron* 


Active Power 

«wy Ho 3 an 3320.1926) Pacific Coast Model - 96 tons': 

the only PC built as a wood-burner, logic influ- 
srweracn to el before operation in British 
Mayo Lb'. Co No. 4; then Lake Logging Co.. 
LMt Ho 5. Weeiam Forest Industries No. 5. and Railway 
topisnca* Research (Vancouver Wharfs Ltd.) No.1l4;came 
to Case in 1970 wd made hs debut during Rai fan Weekend 
S72. gratae convened for coal burning in 1985 
they Ho. 4 (c/n 3189.19221 70-tons'; originally Birch Valley 
carter Co . Toga (Hcholas County). No. 5: involved in a 
runaway wrecx which seabed tour men to death in 1941; 

then secured two years Later by Mower Lumber Co.; 
t was not only the last logging Shay hers, but also tha first 
•oad trgns of the Case Scenic R.R.. in 1993 a ihorough 
•hoppng was completed, with the reopening of track to Bald 
knob. No 4 wdl lately servo as the pusher (helper) engine. 
Shay No. 6 (c/n 3364. 1945). Lima class 150-3. superheat¬ 
ed, tie last and second largest Shay built, plans of ‘Cass No. 
17 - in hi ongaial. 154-ton' 3-truck form - were used as 
gn; pulled coal on die Western Maryland's 


Chaffee Branch tor only a few years; displayed in Baltimore 
at the B&O Railroad Museum lor over 25 years belore com¬ 
ing here in I960 (in a tong-term trade lor Shay No.1 and 
Porter 0-4-0T No.714); in 1961. operated for the first time in 
28 years; used sparingly untl service on the Cass-Durbin 
Run (l 984-85); extensive shopping removed It Irom the ros¬ 
ter for two lull operating seasons; reassembled, 3ig 6 spent 
part of August on Ihe upper shop track for firal painting, then 
returned to the main repair facility for lettering, and thus fired 
up lor teslng, then put back into service; it Ml run this fall, at 
least periodicaly. on Ihe Cass-to-Whittaker :urnarounds. 

Shopped Power 

Shay No. 5 (c/n 1503.1905). 80 Ions'; came to Cass new 
lor the Greenbrier & Elk River, West Virginia Spruce Lumber 
Co.'s railroad out of Casa - the oldest and longest operating 
Shay here; 'Is cylinders were cracked In 1958 white serving 
the mill's dry loin plant as a steam source, thus was inopera¬ 
ble when the Stats acquired the railroad In 1962; ailer repair, 
it was put Into service three years taler No 5 is out of sar 
vice this year for a flue sheet replacement; t *■ 

service for the May Railfan Weekend. 


ill be back in 


* Factory designation. Engine weighed more in operating condition (coal, water, tools, etc.). 
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..toe ongnal yard track (row usad 1 
for pertdng excursion trains) was Mower I 
Lumber's dsad kne - Msere No. IS (the large* 1 
ite upon conversion Mto 1 

- - ertengrij.artNo I3(«x- 1 

C40160-ton tour-trucker) sal for aooul 15 yean 1 
prior to scrapping. 

In order from Ihe tower and of die siding m 
Hal tier No. « (e/n 1591.1929). 90 tons*; one of 1 
the largest units out-shopped by Hauler of Erie. I 
Pa ; originally served Boston* Coal and Clay I 
Products at New Bethlehem. Ps., Then spent I 
over 25 years in Greenbrier County as Meadow I 
River Lumber No. 6; came here on Its own I 
power In 1966 and went Into service during Baki I 
Kncb Inaugural Weekend [May 1963); out-oF 1 
service since June 1995; needs s new boiler. 

Shay No. 36. (c/n 2B04.1916). 73 tons’; Dull tot I 
an Alabama logging enterprise; ipent about two I 
decadas in West Virginia - f nt with Raleigh I 
Lumber Co. (Glen Morgan), ben W.M. Ritter I 
Lumber Co. (Oxley and Maben) In1942. moved I 
by Ritter to New River. Tennessse where It later I 
nauled coal as Brimstone RJR No. 36. came I 
hen nine years ago; because <4 s<ze and age. r 
likely to remain on the dead line tor tome ome 
Climax No. 9 (s/n 1651,1919). T 0 tons'. Dull by 
Climax Locomotive Works, Cony, Pa., lor the 
Mcore-Keppel Co. (Randolph County) and last 
used to pull coot on the Middle Fork R.R.; 
armed here (1870) In ragged shape: a new boil¬ 
er tound In Canada combines with the shoo 
torce'e tong-running Interest in tackling this pro¬ 
ject to make the lulure brighter than might be 
expected Irom Its derelict appearance; if every¬ 
thing goes wall, it may be on the road in 1998. 
Shey No. 7(c/n3131.1920). 70 tons', first used 
by Raine Lumber Co. at Ckwerlfck (Pocahontas 
County): In 1930, moved to toe Raine fam»y* 
Greenbner County M> - Meadow fl 

here on ite own power in 1964 end 


er problem, haen'l run since 1970. 

Baldwin Rod Loco No. 612 fc> 096 56. ' 1 ^ I 

BulMor the U.S.A-my Transport^ Oorpaw I 

operated al Fort Eustls. Va. at ° I 

Buaues'until971;tNe2-jFOTtonsojl^9orihas I 

never run here - unW I 

enced Ourbln Runs, it wee idea cav*ft. “ ' 
the water leva route's future poser. 
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Mower Lumber Company camp 


Despite losing operation on the upper holl ol the Coss Hill 
to January's Hood, a memorable ride awaits you on the 
CSRR - to Whittaker Station, site of the new Whittaker 
Camp No. I display. Roil equipment and structures repre¬ 
senting various facets ol West Virginia logging con now be 
inspected during the 20-minute stop. An interpretive lour 
is offered of comp cars and shanties, diesel loader, four- 
whee log train ccboose and portable high-spor steam 
skidder. Whittaker Comp No. 1 is on on-going project 
which has involved thousands at volunteer hours by the 
members ol Mountain Slate Rai road & logging Historical 
Association, a non-prolit organicolion based in Coss. 


■ - -i if.»f )«< rh« Cess Town Walk’s pop- 
-r, •- yaw T>» season's gutae. Philip 

was or>- oy the Cess history bug back in 
£ -v nw aeccrd rti to the CSRR and has been 
Vom reai«y ever since, his grasp 
fj* herery « bean risrghdul and ertertain- 
» Based on personal research with- 
■errrer to previous town walk presentations. 


Casa log loader at 
work near Anjean, 
Greatibiia- County, 
ir 1955 lor the 
Meadow River 
Lumber Co. 

Pinto ty Barnard Kmn 
Ccurttfy Eric Uundy. 
from the MSPIHA 
1993 Calendar 


•ru or Porter Aegartfevg the Equal Opportunity 
Uoe Sa e Wo n end Participate in Program* 

fvw-, •,< it* rW-J y »yrtc DMsicn otfioTural 
*i ti frcMOr »t Vxarwt orcommoiotonv v!r«r:S 
to ■* p^rvrrt wtticM regrjra V> Mo race, 
ogs v* y> wr/u wan. or ttaobilty Roper 
an r^MSOMcnorvStoncAanrc watt otVta rules 
r*gi«o«ero a* tn* oWy sources erf residelic/w lor 
k*A*r tea or ptojran poritopawn 
*«m> Wgnc DMttm ol Resources on 

aaud opponurw y employer' 


Free Supplementary Programs 
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

September 23-29,1996 


| N«w at WhlttokT Station | 
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Coss Scenic Railroad Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 



Cass Town Walk C'"' 

11 15 - Saturday t *v 

! 15'- Fri, Sun • 2:15 * - Sun —■ » . 

5 10* - Friday 

Moat on the Cass Country ,L-U ^ 

Store steps fora 45-minute. 
half-mile swing through the S5-*'r 55l_ 
oidcompany town f | ■ ~ |M 

Coss was the headquarters 

and locus ol one of the largest HLpP^^’Ljgjgpi 
lumbering operations in Ihe ^BOiZ . 
stale Learn about this isolat¬ 
ed industrial town's history, view its prominent struc¬ 
tures. and hear about what life was like here 80+ 
yeors ago djring the boom period. 

* These tours coincide with Ihe Coss Showcase pro¬ 
gram's conclusion and ore thus subject to a 5-10 
minute delay whenever a troin returns late, kindly 
wait for your guide on the Cass Country Store parch 

Log Trains, Woodhlcks & More 

6:50 - Saturday (Dinner Train at- V/hlitaker Station) 
On regular runs there's a lot to be soid about the log¬ 
gers' lilesl/e and timbering practices that can't be 
squeezed into lie short presentation al Ihe new rail¬ 
logging display at Whittaker Station To close out the 
Dinner Troin season - ond celebrate tha rousing suc¬ 
cess of Whittaker Comp No 1 (see back panel) - Philip 
Bagdon presents an overview of logging railroads, 
then turns the arogram aver to Keith Norman for a 
leisurely, full-length interpretive walk Before boarding 
the train, there will be a question and answer period 


Top Of The Morning Tour 

fiCV - Ftt Sat Sun 

MMV ar+* dtfx* tor 75-rnrx;fc* tnvJo walking 

*xx rtM' .I'M 1 >ou dbn t mnd getting wot 
nnminh Vw NoNtaN el e me n ts of this walk are the 
tccx Tvc end steam .icomoiwes being prepared 
• v «w> by tau-ig o took ol the lumber 

-,i cn n-evyo oV of ’he bigger p-cture - once one 
■ -vr vov s most productive double bandsaw and 
- jnna rrU \x Ihes x second boot’ la the tagging 
.c^ryoi s V' -'ury chorge of furnishing pulpwood 
-*0 "V ,-ord i'se-’‘- using 'he reody track's in-sleom 
XWV x exomotos - we pause to discuss Ephrain 
Svr* s oreak-‘trough design for togging locomotives 
Movrg onto the dead line. we look at a Heis’er and 
o : .—c« men compare these geared designs with 
•wo Shays and a Baldwin rod engine. 

A*-e - oeeong i nstae the car shop, we enter a world cf 
geyneod deighr No two days O'e the same in our 
-"on •eoo't facility, where attention has lamed to 
nstorvng o flue sheet n Shay 5 Ahet watching 
some repairs, we inspect the mochining boy. 

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 

1:50 - Saturday 

West at the depot for this 55-m nute. 1-mile walking 
tour. Mich is s-mSar to the morning program bee 
cocve.. except we walch the 100 train pass on its 
return to Cass, men pork. The program concludes 
wr ompfe time for those riding the 3 00 train to 
ooqrd The tour is limited to 20 pork visitors, sc 
please sign up at the depot icket office 


South end o' Uptown Mein S'teet 190? 


Greenbrier Siding Deadline Slroll 

2:50 - Saturday 

Meet at the water tower, located up the tracks 
from the parking lot, for this 30-minute. 1-mite 
walk - a continuation of the Behind-the-scenes 
Locomotive Shop Tour, P.M program 
Vie walk up the former Chesapeake & Ohio Ry 
Greenbrier Subdivision lor a look at an array o! 
ron-logging rail equipment (including lour first- 
generation diesel locomotives and a steam wreck 
crane) that has sat on the old interchange/station 
siding for a decade. Along with some nice river- 
bank scenery are reminders of the Greenbrier's 
floodstage fury. 


There will be ro programs on 
days Ihe train does not operate 


Cass Interpretive Programming 

West Virginia Stale Porks hove traditionally altered 
exceptional programs by seosonol naturalists The 
Cass Scenic Railroad and the old mil lawn - histone 
subjects that they ore - coll tor a different spin Pt»*p 
Bogdon Is CSRR Slate Park's Seasonal Historian ft 
devotee of Coss history lot over 30 years. Phil has con¬ 
tributed Ns extensive research to several put+caions 
and archives In 1976. wkde interviewing old I nets 
associated wilh the bygone rail-logging era he resided 
in Coss and served as a train commentator 


At the time of fhrs company photo' 
«■' »23. the second ireptocenenll 
icr^ber mill complex had just been 
- omelet ed ond was runnning two 
eievervhour shrfts six days a week 
Both pbcMos on this page from 
'orpng South Cheat TbeMstotyoi 
ihe Inawthoe lands by George Ueike 











New at Whittaker Station 


Above W 'Ilor Cheat Mconlam log comp scene. c 1950 
Below Dinner al a Mower Lumbar Company camp. 


t pari prey a m offering is the Top Of The 
9 t m.- After v*«ng the repair shops, visitors 
*w ccc'?'*-jr'»v to natch trains being pro- 
Save 1963. lh«s tens of day has been a 
i among raiffans Representative of the 
*o—ie' Ueaoow River Lumber Heislcr No. 6 
- and smokes - it up back in 1971 


Despite losing operation on the upper holf of the Cass Hill 
to January's flood (resumption of service lo Bald Knob is 
expected in Octoberl. there is slill a memorable ride 
awaiting you on 1 he CSRR - lo Whiltoker Station, sie ol 
the new Whitaker Camp No l disploy. Rail equipment and 
structures representing various facets of West Virginia log¬ 
ging con now be inspected during the 20-minjle stop An 
interpreter leads tours Monday through Friday of Ihe 
comp cars and shorties, diesel loader, i-whed caboose 
and steam-powered Lidgerwood lower skidder Whiltoker 
Comp No. 1 is on on-gomg project which has involved 
thousands ol volurleet hours by members of the 
Mountain Stale Railroad & togging Historical Association, 
a non-profit organization based in Cass. 


n ts seventh year, the Cass Town Wale's pop- 
i*artv cent,r>u« to grow.This season's guide. Philip 
Bagcfon. was bitten by the Cass history bug back in 
'955 on h« second visit to the CSRR and has been 
deepnenng myth (tom real ty erer since; his grasp 
■-» the 'true history’ is both instehllul and entertain- 
^3 The tour is cased on personal research, with¬ 
er reference to previous town walk presentations. 


SlMvnwtl of Policy Regarding the Equal Opportunity 
T* Use Factlitiea and Participate In Programs 

n rhe ptfvy ol the Matt Virgnw Oriskfl of Noturol 
fevA«»*. *3 provide Ns looMe? ocommodoltonv services 
one proqioms to of persons without regard to sec roro 
cator. oge. lekgton. nnBtool origin, or dbabffly proper 
toenvts legea/jionend comptairce with oIIkioI rules 
and ragvtotiorv. ore the only sourtes ol rwtricllors t« 
toewry use or progrom porllclpolton 
be Vfesf Vryrw, Division al Notircl »«aureos Is on 
eoool opportunity employer' 


Ciasei log loader at 
worit near Anjaan, 
Greenbrier County, 
in 1955 for the 
Meadow River 


Free Supplementary Programs 
of Cass Scenic Railroad Stale Park 

July 29 -August 4,1996 


_ 













Cass Scenic Roilrood . Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 



Explore an old lumber mill town 


Cass Town Walk 


Top Of Tho looming Tour 

Turn s. rtw 

v ftVmnul*. Mlite hyi'Aic*/ 

,, ti.\j don't nimd getting wet 


/O'- Sun. fn Saf 
3/0' - Sn/urcfay 
5. 05’ - Sun, Aton. Thurs, Fn 
Meet on the Cass Country Store steps for this enter¬ 
taining 30-minute. half-mite swing through the old 
company town - built between 1902 and 1908 
Cass was Ihe headquarters and focus ol one of the 
largest lumbering operations in the state Learn about 
this isolated Industrial 'own's history, view its promi¬ 
nent structures, and hear about whot life was like here 
80+ years ago. A tour brochure is provided lor supple¬ 
mentary inlormoion oboul Old Cass and the park’s 
on-going rennovafion of the former compony town 

* These tours coincide with the Cass Showcase pro¬ 
gram's conclusion and are thus subject to a 5-10 
minute delay whenever a Iroin returns late; kindly 
wait for your guide on the Cass Country Store porch. 

Log Trains, Woodhlcks & Wore 

7:00 pm.- Friday 

Meet on porch of the Cass Country Store for this 
45-minute presentation concluding with a question- 
and-answer time. Featured guest is Keith Norman. 
Whittaker Camp No 1's interpreter. Philip Bagdon 
opens the program with an overview of the once- 
immense Cass rail-togging operation. 

There's a lot to be said about the loggers lifestyle and 
timbering practices that can’t be squeezed into the 
short walk-through presentation at the new Whittaker 
Camp No.1 display, so join us for the resl of the story. 


atw/ the Cass krnber mil. once one of tt» 
double bandsaw and planing 
*X 3S MS.-+d Coot' to the logging opera- 
1 fy —xr> < -vr>- o' U nothing spruce pulpwooc. 
ctrsnurq «> rt* yard, w* watch Shays being pro- 
.jrrj a-rf dscuss their tascinatmg design. Moving 
- to rh* dead -ne. w took at a Hester and Climox 
ocamorv* ’non compore 'hese geared engines 
wn rwo Shays and a rod engine 
After packing inside the car shop, we enter o world of 
jor-vod aeigh* No 'wo days are the some inside 
ocr man repo* tocirfy 

Present* '62-ton rronste’ shay. '8ig 6' |ex-Westerr 
Vcrrand; s undergoing final assembly after heavy 
s*ooo*ng Bes-des pausing to watch the work on No 
s we spec' original Cass Shay, No. 5. and the 
snap s machining bay 

. ew-ng the day's octive CSRR power come to life and 
wo me yard rounds out Ihe lour 

Behfnd-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 

1:45 - Mon , Thurs 

try 'nose u-noble to 'eorly-bird-ir (see above), this 
55-" note wa'k is a repeo program, except there 
o'e -k- s«ea-nm'. smokin' Shoys. The lour is limited to 
15 pork vs tors, so please sign up at the ticket office. 


South end of Uptown Main Street. 1908 


Senior Citizens and Disabled Persons’ 
Van Tour 

3:45 * - Sunday and Saturday 
For hose unable to endure a half-mile walk, this 20- 
minule motoring version olthe town tour is limited to 
14 visitors. Reservations mustbe placed ol l he depot 
ticket office by 3 30 Departure is from the loot of the 
Cass Country Slore steps 

* Pease note that the CSRR State Pork vehicle is not 
equipped with a handicap Nt. 


There will be no programs on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, July 30-31 


Cass Interpretive Programming 

Afesl Virginia Parks have trodrtionally offered 
exceptional programs by seasonal naturalists 
Ihe Cass Scenic Railrood end Ihe old mill town - 
historic subjects that Ihey are - call far a different 
spin, Philip Bogdon is CSRR Slate Parks Seasonoi 
Historian A devotee ol Cass history for over 30 
years, Phil has contributed his extensive 
research lo severol publications ond archives In 
1976. whie interviewing old-timers associated 
with Ihe logging and roilrood ero. he resided in 
Coss ond served as a CSRR train commentator 


A* he -tme o I the. company 
photo' in 1923. the second Coss 
'-mber mill [decidedly higb- 
•erh for is erol hod just been 
'orpleed ond was operating 
It hours doily except Sundoy 

lh*s photo ond top right from 
logging S'xjlh Cheat 
the IHVry of Ihe Irowihot 
lands by George De*e 









Cass-. Where History Coroes Nwe\ 

Whittaker Camp No.1 


Aerial Log Skidding 


Comp Shanty Display 


With tower standing 96 test above its base, kteabow 
River No.1 was the largest portable high steel sp* r sjad 
per' to operate in the East. Here. I ts working a sol north¬ 
east ofAnjean in Jane 1956. To the rear tsa lowside 
coal tender and the diesel log leader (now also at 
Whittaker Camp No. 1) - which is spotted lor resjppty 
Photo by Wally Johnson, MSRSLHA 1993 Calendar 

Introduced on the Cass logging job by West Virginia 
Pulp and Paper Co., portable high steel spar (tower) 
skidders initially reached limber lhal was inaccessible 
to horse learns due to terrain and/or distance F ve 
second-hand steam skidders were acquired between 
1922 and 1928. Skidd ng became the primary means 
of moving logs to rail loading sites after Mower 
Lumber acquired the operation in 1942 The final skid- 
der set' was located al Old Spruce, alter depleting Um¬ 
ber atop Bald Knob in June i960. 

Tower skidders were used by several of the larger 
West Virginia rail-logging enterprises Although aH 
remaining 'Cass skideers’ were scrapped in late 1960 
and early 1961. the Slate PBrk is blessed with a truly 
beefy example - built by Meadow River Lumber ‘rom 
•stock parts in 1944 end donated by that company s 
successor, Georgia-Pacific Corporation, in 1972 


—*■ camp No. is reprobations 0, . sk, "*“ 

^£JT[l»3e» provide a g vnpso into a bygone 
a croup of eight anginal and long-gone 
s" ScSde accent to a camp train (lop 
VI T946 on the head of Shavers Folk 

,V»,< v loom and Reg-onel Hislory Collet ran 
^ We*i V^glriu University Library 

Structures utilized during both eras of Cass- 
refated logging camps (stationary and move- 
able) woods camp shanties served a variety 
of uses. Originally. 2-story structures housed 
the woed crews, while small shanties like 
tnose above - housed skilled workers. 

Introduction of camp trains ended the use of 
~->e f*> bunk houses, but the use of small shanlies fo 
cooobi house skilled workers - such as the filer (who 
‘ «s' kept the saws and axes sharp) - continued 

of uri tii the mill's closure in June I960. 


Aher serving tor 32 years in the woods ot Greenbi er 
County, this Meadow River Lumber Co. d esel tog 
loader - shown he r e with the jeb's Shay No. 5 near 
Anjean. c 1955 - is now one of six pieces ot raU-tog- 
ging equipment at CSRFt's Whittaker Camp No 1 

Photo by Bemmd J.Kern. MSRLHA1993 Catorrlw 

Whittaker Camp No.l. new lor 1996. compli- 
menls your memorable steam-powered ride 
over a lotmer logging railroad with a glimpse 
into the heart oi Ihe matlei - the high-volume 
timbering which spawned the immense rail 
ope ation (at its peak mote than 130 miles of 
mainline and woods spur trackl 
This display offers not only a look at rail-log¬ 
ging equipment, but also relates the rouline 
workaday lives of those slalwarl men who 
labored in Ihe woods and Ihus made West 
Virginia's tumultuous lumbering era possible 
An interpretive commentary is offered live 
days a week, al other limes, CSRR passen¬ 
gers are invited to explore Camp No. 1 Inde¬ 
pendently via interpretive signs which otter an 
overview of life in ihe woods and techniques 
for bringing in saw logs 


References 

Further irvestigalion of Cass raiMoggmg and West 
Virginia luirbenng in general is available via the fol¬ 
lowing publications on sale at outlets adjacent to Ihe 
CSRR depot: 

On Eeyond Leatherbark. The Cass Saga 
by Roy 8. Clarkson; McClain Publishing Co., 
Parsons; 2nd printing. 1994 
Logging South Cheat The History of the Snowshoe 
Lands by George Deike. Cass; 2nd printing. 1993 
West Virginia Logging RaHroads by Bill Warden. 

TLC Publishing Co.. Lynchburg, Va.. 1993 
Tumult On The Mountains. Lumbering in West 
Virginia, 1770-1920 by Roy B Claikson; McCtam 
PublshingCo.. Parsons; 9th printing, 1992 
The Log Tram Mountain State Railroad & Logging 
Historical Association's quarter y journal has pub- 
ished a vast array of materia: for over 12 years. 
Back issues are handled by Country Craft Junction 


Rigging to bring In logs 


In a Cass-relaied skidder diagram, a trip of logs s en 
route to ine railroad landing from the tan tree Meadow 
Rr/er No. i. the display's skidder. was capable it b"ngng 
in logs at a minimum of 50 feet off the ground from up to 
3.000 leet away. 

From Loggmg South Cheat The H,story 
of the Snowsnoe Land* by George De*e 


Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 


Coss, West Virginia 


of Ihe Sntmrsme tanasor < 






c«r Camp No. 1 Display 


Celebrating the 59 year lumbering heritage of the Cass Scenic Railroad, ^901 -I960 


VA*tk*er Comp Ho I H or 
on-going po*c; which - 
besides grcrn and genavn 
pt Wot* lircaccl support - 

hosirwhedthouMrdsal 1 
volunteer hours by members 
ol the Cass bcved Mourno in 
Stole Rolttoad & Logging 
Historteci Association 
Interpretive services ore 
prcrrided in affiliation wnh 
the West Virginia University 
Deportment cS History's Public 
History Program 

For into’mation obout 
Mountoin State Rolrood & 
logging Historical Assoc. 
please virile PO Box 89. 
Cos*. WV 24927 


I. Representative Shanty 
2. Ft tor's Shanty 
3 Swveyor/Crutset's Shanty 
4 Kitchen/Dtnlng Cor 
5 Lobby/Bunk Car 
6. Diesel Log Loader ana 
Skeleton Steel log Car 
7. Standord Steel Log Flatcar 

8 Four-wheel Logging 

Caboose 

9 lidgerwood Skidder 
JO Future Cod Tender 


■* *%■» Crows* Oevp* Collection 

r *MS «*m nxxe than 40 yeors of occupying fwo- 
*»-, ji» quarerv -.gged Woodhrcks' work- 

rqa\*w Cass ct> Wx) memseires odapBng to a 
-<• fcr— ck xccr-TxxJa^oas Soon after Mower 
,.«-cw Crx~pcrr» txxjgw ou» the Cass operation, 
Hoc Arc*' - r*w new general manoger - instituted 
:or-c vans *o c_* expenses Weber came from 
Meadow fcr Utmber Company, based n Baneile, 
Crmrty*' Cou n% where *h s housing practice hod 
aeon nstiuwd n the earfy 1930s. 

The Cass shop commenced work on the camp sets in 
cf :« o total of 17 cars were constructed from 
oggng fia*o*s Mower camp trains consisted of 3- 
*0-4 bunk cars, a lobby cor. (fining car and kitchen car. 
5e*we c n '945 and '956. there were two camps in 
wstan then, Vr the last two years of rail-logging, 
•here ren-oned one moveable grouping 

The off cr goo comp cor. No 419. now o combined 
«*> *rgr* render ng, s loaned by o facsimile created 
n ’98G rksetoyed as a combined kitchen/dining car 


Parked scenic 
railroad train 


Rail Equipment Roster 

Kitchen/Dinng Cor (4). Built from one of Ihe remoinlng Four-wheel Caboose |8| This "bobbe'' rode the rear ol 
Cass logging flatcars, this is an adaptation of the kilchen log Irains oul of Swandale IClay Courtly), where Its lest 
and dining cars ol Mower Lumber Co camp trains owner. Georgia-Pacific Corp. was preceded by W M 

s, c c r &s s &•==r its ssw SRfsssa 

port of the lost ccmp train in 1960 Its side door was udgerwood Skidder[9] Home-bull by Ihe Roinelle shop 
added in 1969 wtile serving os CSRiCs ’sand house.' from Lidgerwood parts in 1944. Meadow River LumberCo 

Diesel Log Loader |6a|. Built in 1939 by Meadow River Na Vs service ended when il foiled boiler inspectionjn 
Lumber Co.'s shop in Roinelle. this large powerful long '*6- »“"» to Cass six years totoDouble-headtag 
free' device wos oclive until 1970; ilcahU ibCass in 1972 Shays brought theUdgerwood to MMterhim C °"‘ 

siderable wo k remains, including raising the tower 

Skeleton Steel Log Cor |6b| One ol 24 such cars donated 

to CSRR in 1972. Meadow River Lumber 'B-12' now corries Skidder Tender (10). A representative cool-supply car lor 
Ihe log loader. Mony of the current excursion cars were Ihe skidder is dated lobe instated here in Ihe neor future 
built from these MRlbrCo steel skeleton log cars ^ f hlca , There were over 200 of these 4a 

Standard Steel Logging flatcar (7) This 40-foot flat, used fool (lots used ol Coss by West Virginia Ptip & Pope* dur 
by 0k River Coal & Lumber and ils successors, wos one of ing the lumbering heydoy Port of the original CSRR excur- 
several cars donated byGeorgio-Pocific Corn in 1967 For sion train ond Ihe only extant 'native' log cor H is cunenr- 
about two decades it served as o Bold Knob all-weather ly spoiled on the old compony store siding lead m Coss 
cor before being retired due to a bed axle owoiling restoration by MSR&IHA voMtleers 


comp, c 




The late , great old shop 



**«. «-on<i Cass shop m 1966 at age 43 



The ‘rs* shop - boi!t in 1901 - was single-track and 
rqpaste of sen-king two locomotives simultaneously. 
• was replaced in early 1923 by a signifcantly-lorger 
•set ' of connected structures. To CSRR-ero railfans. 
Sncp **o 2 was akin to a lime machine in terms of its 
overhead belt-driven machinery. 

4 mojor ‘odor ir replacing the 1901 shop was West 
Virginia &jo & Paper's Co's ordering of a monster 
Cass C Shay 1154 tons os built by Lime Locomotive 
Works . rostered os No. 121, apporenty clearance 
resthciions prohibited occess It wos too big to fit. 

’ e certain that the 1922 baze. which leveled the 
bond saw and planing mills, significantly delayed 
comp-eton of the new shop ond loundty/pattern 
'•ouse complex Eythe timework resumed, the lirst ol 
n/me’ous ’owe^ sbdders had been acquired; thus, 
os completed. the north bay's upper end sported a 
pair of huge doors to occommodote Ihes a tall steam- 
powered logging devices 

was built of Ihe some surplus 
World War corrugated sheet metal from Fort Meade. 
Ad used for the 1921 mill boiler house and a new 
'•ay/gratn sioroge facility today's Cass Showcase] 


Ruins of the big Cass Mill 



fins 1971 view shows Ihe south end ol the hupo mi l 
complex with C&O tracks in left foreground. The loot¬ 
ing slorage building’s suivrving brick lire wall is vsible 
on (he right side of the slructure closest to the tracks. 
First ol the complex to go was the end ol the planing 
mill (at right), which collapsed in 1974. 



Both photos or this pege Philp Eogdon 


Shown above is the ‘long side' ol the double bandsaw 
mill as it appeared 24 years ago. The carriage ran 
back and forth on its 'shotgun teed' (left foreground), 
with the band saw itself formerly situated in middle 
frame. Fire leveled the bandsaw mill in 1982. four 
years earlier the planing mill and flooring storage build¬ 
ings went up in smoke. 

Phil Bagdon. CSRR State Park's Seasonal Historian 
and 32-year veteran cf the Cass Experience, had big 
lun while exploring and photographing the mil com¬ 
plex between 1974 and 1976. Looking back somewha^ 
ir horror, he is thankful not have bought the farm’ by 
falling through a soft, rotted floor. 


Statement of Policy Regarding The Equal Opportunity 
To Use Facilities and Participate In Programs 

It is the policy ol the West Virginia DMston ol Natural 
Resources to provide its tacHtes. occonmodallora. 
services ond programs to all persons without regad lo 
sex. race, color, oge, religion, net anal origin, or cisaMIty 
Proper licenses registration ond compltcnce with oiidol 
rules and regulations are the only sources ol restricSons 
lor facility use or program parkipabon 
TheWestVirginidDivtsionoINcihjrel Resources 
Is on egucl opportunity employer" 


Cass Shop Site 

Top Of The Nloininq lour 
Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour P.fA. 

locomotive repair and maintenance requirement 
for a steam railroad call lor not only a well- 
equipped faciSty but also an experienced shop 
stall Ti e Cass Scenic Railroad is blessed wilhbolh 

Throughout Ihe year there is activity here: during 
Ihe off season, rood crew personnel - conductors, 
engineers and firemen - fan the tegulor shop 
employees lo comprise a 14-man work force 

Presently, lomner Western Maryland No 6 ICSRR's 
Big Six). Ihe last Shay built and second largest out- 
stropped by Lima Locomotive Works of Uma. Ohio, 
is undergoing final reassembly 
Upcoming projects include, a replacement Hue 
street for original Cass Shay Ho 5 Ibui't in 1905 anti 
currently on Shop Track Na. 2). oil-to-coat grale 
conversion ol ex-Feather Rver Shay No 3 [pur¬ 
chase agreement was recently onnourreed. ship¬ 
ment from Catifomla pending), a new bailer lor 
Heisler No 6. and lap-lo-bctlom renovation of ex- 
Moote Keppel Lumber Co. Climax No. 6 

Today's shop was placed into service during 1976, 
four years afler fire destroyed Ihe 1923 complex. 
The adjacenl car shop was erected in 1973 to meet 
Ihe interim repair needs. 

There's more to the Top of Ihe Morning Tour and 
Betwd-lhe-scenes Shop Tour, PM than an inter¬ 
pretation ol Ihe shop; lire sogo of locomotive repd 
is port of a walking four which includes o ! ook at 
ihe mill rums and on array of motive power and 
rolling slock on Ihe yard's dead line 
Piecse refer to This Ween Al Cass lovailabe n 
brochure form at the depot ticket office! for the I ve- 
day-o-week schedule All supplementary pro¬ 
grams are offered free of charge. 


Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

Cass, West Virginia 




Coss Scenic Railroad Hark programs fora ditterent kind ot West Virginia state park 


A grand h«HtoB« In a mod.rn wrapper: The Cos. Shops 


tv.xl hem Ybu ore asked to wakh your step and keep tabs on all small children! 
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Machining Bay 

Lathav wheel lathe drill presses, 
shopes redial arm drill hacksaw. 
m4lng machine, eic. 

Shoy "Big 6" 


1 * * Shay No 5 
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in 

the 

Shop 


Shay No. 2 ,tfr 3320.1928) Lima Paci'ic Coast model - 96 
tors* superheated, the only PC built as a wood-burner; logic 
»*cenced its conversion to oil belore operation in British 
Coiumtxa as Miyo Lbr. Co. No 4; then Lake Logging Co.. 
Ltd No 5 Western Forest Industres Vo 5. and Railway 
Acc-Lancej Research (Vancouver Wharfs Lid.) No.114; came 
*0 Cass m 197C and made its operational debut al Railfan 
Weekend 1972. grates converted for coal In 1985. 


Shay No. 4 (c/n 3189.1922). 70-tons* originally Birch Valley 
Lbr. Co.. Tioga (Nicholas County). No. 5; involved in a run 
eway which kilted lour; came to Cass in 1943 as Mower Lbr 
Co No. 4 and was not orly the last togging Shay but also the 
lirsl road engine of the Cass Scenic R R„ in 1993 a thorough 
shopping was completed, with the track to Bald Knob 
expected to reopened in October, No. 4 wiH serve as the 
pusher (helper) engine. 


Shopped Power 


Shay No. 6 c/n 3354 1945). Lima class 150-3. superheat¬ 
ed. the lasi and second largest Shay burl plans ol 'Cass No. 
'Z - n is ongmai. 154-ton* 3-truck lom - were used as 
‘oundatrona des.gn; pulled coal on the Western Maryland’s 
CnaHee B # aneh or only a lew years displayed in Baltimore 
* lhe BSO Raikoad Museum for over 25 years before com¬ 
ing her# m 198C («i a long term trade lor Shay No.1 and 
Porter 0-4-0T Nc 714); in 1981. operated lor the lirsl time in 
28 years, used sparingly until service on the Cass-Durbin 
(1984 65) extensive shopping has removed 4 from Ihe 


rosier lor two full operating seasons; due back on the road, 
working the Cass-Whittaker turnarounds, in September. 
Shay No. 5 (c/n 1503. 1905). 80 tons*; came to Cass new 
for the Greenbr er & Elk River R.R.. W Va. Spruce Lbr Co s 
railroad out ol Cass - the oldest and longest operating Shay 
here; its cylinders were cracked in 1958 while serving the 
Cass mill's dry kiln planl as a steam source, thus was »>op- 
erabie when the State acquired the rairoad in 1962; alter 
repair, rt was placed m service during 1965; lice sheets are 
cue lor replacement durng the upcoming oft-season 


The Dead line 

trirlay'r. do.*-1 '.mo Iraok came into existence 
in 19/3 wlion die cosing s-tuny was wiwl 
ed Ihn u|jpor end ol the track new used to- 
parking excursion trains was Me wet Lumber 
Co.'* d»nd line, where prior lo sc-appng. Ho 
12. the Urge* Shay ever to ooerale '.in 1933 
convened 10 a touMruck - 'CteM D' - model 
weighing 197 tons) and No 13 (an ex-C&O 
150-Ion 1 our-1 fucker) sat tor abojt 15 years 
<n order from l/ie lower end of 16e siding are 
Heleler No S (cto 1591.1929). 90 Ions*, one ol 
me largest urvls out-shopped try -tester at Erie. 

Pa., ori^nah served Nog Hc4ow Tie Co ol 
New BaWahem, Pa. then spec' over 25 y*a-s 
n Greenbrtar County working as Meadow Rftet 
lbr. Co. No 6; came to Cass under its own 
powe in 1966 and debuted on 9-eCSRR In May 
1968. a bo«#i diet la-tod nspecton places it out- 
ot sew ce until 1996 

Shay No 36. (c*n 2804. 1916 70 tons', t rsl 
opatated by an Alabama logger, then spent 
many years in West Virginia - Hist with Raleigh 
Lbr. Co. (Glen Morgan). then W M Rider Um. 
Co. i.Oxley and Maben); in 1942. mowed by 
Rider lo Tennessee where it later hauled coal as 
Brimstone R.R No. 36 came m poor conrttfon 
lo Cass nine years ago; becw.se ot Its sire and 
age, likely to remain on the dead line for years. 
CUmaa No. 9 (sto 1551.1919) 70 tone*, built by 
Cllrrru Locomotive Works el Cony. Pa lor 
Randolph County's Moore Keppel Lumber Co 
os Us No. 6 and lost used to move coal on the 
Mkidle Fork Rollroad; came to Cass (1970) In 
ragged shape and subsequently cnughl in the 
shoo lire; o boiler lound In Canada combines 
with Ihe shop force'* long-tunning Interest In 
tackling this pro)ect oombine w makes its future 
brl(Tiler than might be expeced. It all goes well. 
II is expected to be on the road by 1998. 

Shay No. 7 (c/n 3131.1920) 70 tons'; last used 
by Ratoe Lbr Co nt Ckwerlck (Pocahontas 
County). Ihen during an extended period oper¬ 
ated by Meadow River Lbr Oo.; came to Caas 
on its own power in 1964 aid entared service 
the rtexl year, hasn't run since 1972 
Baldwin 2-8-0 Rod Loco No 612 (cto 69866. 
1943). Bull tor the US Army Transportaton 
Co-p and operated al Fori fcistis^ V-rghf unti l 
1971. whan it came lo Cess; W **"«*»** 
has never run here (unto Ih. I******** 
ended CevsDurtxn Runs, was considered rdera 
M ihe water lev* route's future power) 


* Factory designation Engine weighed more in operating condtoon (coal, water, tools, ale.). 


Celebrating Ihe 59-year lumbering heritage ot the 
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Camp Shanty Display 
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jtmjad dung both eras of Cass- 
1 logons camps (stationary and move- 
■oodi camp shanties served a variety 
i O OpnaSy. 2-story structures housed 
od ants. wfWe small shanties - like 
rev* - housed skilled workers 

ctcn o t camp trams ended the use of 
xivrs hut the use of small shanties to 
Juio-3 markers - such as the tiler (who 
? satis and axes sharp) - continued 
* m* s closure in June 1960. 


-r*t 'Vor y Cass raii-'ogging and West 
u-o*-*-*; in general * available via the fol- 
•r.jfrjttcj'C'-.j on tale at outlets acjacent to the 

On Smotio caafriedwtr Trie Cass Saga 
by Roy B Cartoon. McClain Publishing Co.. 

Panons. 2nd printing 1994 
Wng Sourn Cheat fha History o( the Snowshoe 
*"Ot bf George De*e. Casa: 2nd printing. 1993 
IVesr Voyr.s oggrg Reloads by Bril Warden; 

TLC PjoW»r«ng Co,. Lynchburg. Va., 1993 
Tumitr On The Mountains Lumbering in West 
f rgr.a 17T0 '920 by Roy B Clarkson McClain 

Put**nmgCo Parsons. 9th priming 1992 
e tog Tran Mountain Stale Railroad S Logging 
iioncat Assooauons Quarterly journal has pub- 
|«»wd a vast array of material for over 12 years 
Bac. are handled by Country Cratt Junction 


High-line Aerial Skidding 



With ta»var standing 36 f?et above its base. Meadcw 
River No 1 was the largest •portable high sleel spar stud 
der' to operate In the East. Her©, it Is working a set north¬ 
east ot Anjoan In June 1956. To the rear is a Mowside' 
coal tender and the company's diesel log loader - which 
is spoltod lor fuel resupply. 

Photo by Wnlly Jomson, MSR&LHA 1993 CnUndar 

Introduced on the Cass togging job by West Virginia 
Pulp and Paper Co., portable high steel spar’ (lower) 
skidders initially reached limber that was inaccessible 
to horse teams (due to terrain and/or d stance). Five 
second-hand steam skidders were acquired by 
WVP&PCo between 1922 and 1928. Skidding became 
the primary means ot moving logs to rail loading sites 
alter Mower Lumber acquired the operation in '942. 
The final 'set' was located at Old Spruce, after deplet¬ 
ing limber atop Bald Knoj in June 1960. 

Tcwer skidders were usad by several of the larger 
West Virginia rail-logging enterprises. Although all 
remaining Cass skidders' were scrapped in late 1960 
and earty 1961. the State Park is blessed with a truly 
beely example - built by Meadow River Lumber from 
stock parts' in 1944 and donated by that company’s 
successor. Georgia-Pacific Corporation, in 1972. 



In a Cass-related skiddar diagram, a 'trip of logs is en 
route to the rairoad lantfing from the tall tree Meadow 
River No. 1. the display's skidder, was capable ot bringing 
in logs at a minimum ol 5C feel off the ground from up to 
3,COO feel away. 

From Logging South Cheat The History 
ot the Snowshoe Lands by George De ke 


Cass: ’Where History Comes Wive'. 

Whittaker Camp No t 



After serving for 32 years in the woods of Greenbr ©r 
County, this Meadow Rivet Lumber Co. Ciesel loa 
loader - shown here with the jobs Shay No. 5 near 
Anjean. c. 1955 - is now cne of si< pieces of ra.I-loc- 
ging equipment at CSRFTs Wh ttaker Camp No.1 

Fhoto by Bernard J.Ke»n. MSBLHA1993 Calendar 

Whittaker Camp No.1. new tor 1996. compli¬ 
ments your memorable steom-powered ride 
over a former togging railroed with a glimpse 
into the heart of Ihe matter - the high-volume 
timbering which spawned ihe once-immense 
rail operation (at its peak more than 130 miles 
of mainline and woods spur track). 

This d splay offers not only a look at rail-log¬ 
ging equipment, but also relales the routine 
workeday lives ol those stalwart men who 
labored in Ihe woods and thus made West 
Virginia's tumultuous lumbering era possible 
An interpretive commentary Is ottered five 
days 3 week, at other limes. CSRR passen¬ 
gers are invited lo explore Comp No 1 inde¬ 
pendently via interpretive signs which otter an 
overview of life in Ihe woods and techniques 
for bringing in saw logs. 


Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

Cass, West Virginia 


kind of West Virginia state park 


Tha Dead Una 



Celebrating the 59-year lumbering heritage of the Cass Scenic Railroad, 1901-1960 
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In brief: The Whittaker Camp No. 1 Display 


Stater Comp No 
on-goirg p»o'r J 


oo-goir^ pro eel - 
besides groms and generous 
privatefinontial support - 
has involved thousands a* 
volunteer hours by members 
of the Coss-bosed Mountain 
Stole Railroad & logging 
Historical Association. 
Interpretive services ate 
provided in aftlliotlon with 
the West Virginia University 
: Oepartmen ol History's Public 
History Program 

For information obout 
Mountain Slate Railroad & 
logging H storical Assoc . 
please write P.O, Box 89 
Cass. WV 24927 


I. Representative Shanty 
2 frier's Shanty 
3. Surveyor/Cmiser’s Shanty 
A. Kitchen/Dining Car 
5 Lobby/Bunk Car 
6. Diesel Log Loader and 
Skeleton Steel log Car 
7. Standard Steel log flatcar 

8. Four-wheel logging 

Caboose 

9. Udgerwood Sktdder 
10 Future Coal Tender 


rvc tv Bruce Cnctonl <3#oip» D#*» Collection 

«t ’MJ. oV mar* than 40 years of occupying two- 
*\>jv quarters, rugged "woodhicfcs" work- 
m gft the Cats tab found themselves odopting to a 
-<•» bn -• occcv^modarions Soon offer Mower 
.«—Comcony oougnt out the Cass operat on, 
•'-r»d Aecer - the new generaI manager - insfifuted 
j-z tans ’o cut expenses Weber come from 
Weodcw Rw' .umber Company; besed in Rainelle, 
>ieibe' County. where this housing proefice had 
seen ns’ *jted n the early 1930s. 

T *«e Cass shoo commenced work on fine comp sets in 
r '.44 o •-•a of 17 cars were consfrucfed from for¬ 
mer foggfog fafcars Mower camp trains consisted of 
5 4 txr* cars o lobby cor, dining car and kitchen 

y Se'weeo :945 and '958. there were two camps 
tn coe'o'on 'hen. ‘or ’he lost ’wo years of rail-log- 
yog. there remained one meveob/e grouping. 

os* origaof comp car. No 419. now a combined 
oooy/’bun* rendering, joins o facsimile created in 
‘930 end ctsptayed as o combined kite Ten/dSning car. 


Parked scenic 
railroad train 


Rail Equipment Roster 


Kitchen/Dining Car (4) Gull from one of the remaining 
Coss logging flatcars, this is an adaptation ol Ihe kitchen 
ond dining cars ol Mowet Lumber Co camp trains. 

Comp Car No. 419 (5). A former West Virginia Pulp & 
Paper Co. logging llal fabricated into a bunk car by 
Mower lumber Co.’s Cass shop in eorly 1945, No 419 was 
pari of the last camp train in 1960 Its side dcor wos 
edded in 1969 while serviig os CSRR's ‘sand house' 
Diesel Log loader (6a] kiilt in 1939 by Meadow River 
lumber Co.’s shop in Rahelle. this large, powerful ’long 
tree' device was active until 1970; il came to Coss in 1972. 
Skeleton Steel Log Cor |6b) One of 24 such cors doncled 
to C5RR in 1972. Meadow River Lumber B-12’ now carries 
the log loader. Many ol Ihe current excursion cars were 
bull! from Ihese MRlbrCo steel skeleton log cars 

Standard Steel Logging Fhlcar |7). This 40-loot fl Dt. used 
by Elk River Coal & lumber and its successors, wos one of 
several cars donated by Georgio-Padfic Corp. in 1967. For 
about two decodes it served os o Bald Knob all-weother 
ex before being retired due to a bad axle. 


Four-wheel Caboose (8). This "bobber rode the rear ol 
log trains out of Swandole (Clay County], where its Icsf I 
owner. Georgia-Pacific Corp, was preceded by WM 
Ritter lumber ond Elk River Cool & lumber companies 
Built in the 1830s and believed fo be ol Cool & Coke or 
Baltimore 8. Ohio oncestry, il wos donated in 1964 

Udgerwood Sadder (9| Home-bulll by the Rainelle shop 
from Udgerwood ports In 1944, Meadow River lumber Co 
No. 1's service ended when it foiled boiler inspection In 
1966, il came to Cass six years loter Double-heading 
Shays brought the Udgerwood lo Whitaker in 1993, con¬ 
siderable work remains, Including raising Ihe tower 

Shdder Tender (101 A representative coal-supply car for 
Ihe skiddet is slated to be instoled here in Ihe neor future 

Wood Logging Flatcar. There were over 200 of ihese 40- 
foot flats used al Coss by Wesl Virginia Pulp & Paper dur 
ing Ihe lumbering heydey Part of the original CSRR excur¬ 
sion tram and Ihe only extant ‘native’ log car, il is current¬ 
ly spoiled on the old company store riding leod In Coss 
awaiting restoration by MSR&LHA votonleets 


tfowe r 


Phil togdon Coteclloa 



. Procured here You ore asked to watch your slep and keep labs on all small children' 
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| Now at Whittaker Station 
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